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Sun, Sep 4 Choir Practice – 11:30 AM

Tue, Sep 6 Church Office Closed – Observance of Labor Day

Wed, Sep 7 Deacons’ Meeting – 6:30 PM

Sat, Sep 10 Men’s Breakfast – “My Place,” Newtown – 9 AM
Sun, Sep 11 · Communion Sunday

· Adult Bible Study Resumes – Lower Level – 9 AM
· Choir Warm Up – 9 AM (Choir Resumes
·  participation in Worship)
· All Church Picnic following Worship
·  – sign up in Narthex 
· Registration and informational meetings for parents:

o Sunday School
o Confirmation
o GAP
o CHASM
o Informational meetings for parents -- on lower level 

Thu, Sep 15 Handbell Ensemble rehearsals resume – 7:30 PM
Sat, Sep 17 · Fall Family Festival – Holmes Presbyterian Camp, Holmes, NY – 11 

AM to 7 PM – Group to meet at Valley to travel together
· Presbytery Meeting – Yale Divinity School – 9:30 AM

Sun, Sep 18 · Sunday School Resumes – Commissioning of Teachers during 
worship

· GAP – 11:30 AM – first meeting of the season with Rev. Adele and 
Miss Lea.  Get ready for Spaghetti Towers, Balloon Soccer AND 
maybe even GROG!

· Senior Brunch Bunch – Café 189 – 1 PM

Tue, Sep 20 Session Meeting – 7 PM
Fri, Sep 23 · Deadline for October Newsletter articles

· CHASM Retreat – Holmes Presbyterian Conference Ctr, Holmes, NY 
– with Rev. Adele and Mike Downs - Meet at Church at 6 PM  
(return to VPC at 5 PM Sat, Sep 24)

CCaalleennddaarr  



Adult Bible Study – Sunday Mornings at 9 AM 

We began a series on "The Gift of Faith" last spring, 
and we will be continuing that, looking each week at a 
different aspect or consequence of faith.  We will be 
looking especially at stories and examples from the 
Gospel of Luke. The two units we will be doing this fall 
are called "Restorative Faith" and "Fullness of Faith". 
So if choir's not your thing... join us on the lower level for a great alternative during 
that 9-10 AM hour!  

Mike Ecsedy

Senior Brunch Bunch – Sunday, Sept 18th – 1 PM

If you enjoy getting together with a lively bunch of seniors (and we 
use that term broadly) for some good food and great fellowship, 
there’s a seat waiting for you at Café 189 on Federal Road in 
Brookfield (across from Costco) on Sunday, September 18th at 1 PM.  
RSVP to Jill Heidel for more information.



Session Notes

     At our meeting on August 21, we continued the discussion that Rev. Adele began that morning 
during worship.  We were encouraged to examine things that we are currently doing as a church 
that may not be working as well as they could be and to “course correct” where possible.  Adele 
encouraged us to think about ways that we can use what we’ve got to make even a small shift.  
We discussed stewardship and what shifts might result in a more effective and streamlined 
process.   One goal we identified is to find ways in which we can focus on stewardship at different 
points throughout the year rather than once a year during the stewardship drive.  Plans are now 
underway to have Rev. Charles Barton of the Hudson River Presbytery come to Valley to provide 
stewardship training to the finance/ stewardship leadership as well as to elders and deacons. 

     We also heard an update from our Youth Ministries team.  Many ideas have continued to be 
shared and there is growing enthusiasm within this group.  An overnight for the youth is in the 
works for late September at the Presbyterian Conference Center in Holmes, NY.   Progress was 
also noted by those involved with the refugee resettlement project.  There continues to be a 
need for drivers for the family.  We also continued a discussion of our financial priorities, youth 
priorities and hospitality priorities. 

Cheryl Freeston, Clerk of Session



Finance & Stewardship

Pledge receipts and plate cash have slowed during the summer months, but this was not 
unexpected. We are still ahead of budget in these categories.

Expenses are somewhat over budget in building and grounds and ‘other’ categories. A major 
reason for this is the prepayment for 2500 gallons of fuel oil which we obtained at an attractive 
price. 

We received a significant amount of special gifts in August which are not shown in the report, so 
that is a bit of good news which will help next month‘s results.  Offsetting that is the fact that we 
will not be receiving the ‘other income’ expected from the Phoenix Learning group as they have 
decided not to use Valley for their home school program for the current year.

Feel free to contact me or Terri Flanagan if you have any questions about our budget or 
projections for the year. 

Jeff Henriques, Treasurer



 Mission
• Tag Sale - THANK YOU to all who donated various and 

sundry items (plus clothing), worked pricing and sorting, 
packing up and delivering or worked in any way to help 
with the Tag Sale.  The final total was $930.34!

• IRIS Family:  Please read the all-encompassing update from Jen Wurst of the 
Congregational Church of Brookfield.  You will note that additional drivers are 
needed. If you have questions about this before you sign up, please feel free to 
contact Judy Cunningham. Valley has also been able to provide a bike (and all the 
accessories) that was requested by Ezat (the father).  Please see the mission 
board for a picture. This bike was donated to the Tag Sale, bought by a member 
and when the member found out about the request, donated the bike and 
accessories.

• Heifer Project:  In October, to address World Food Day, on the 16th (which is 
actually a Sunday this year), we will purchase a llama from Heifer Project. The 
name suggestion cards will be in the Oct. 2nd and 9th bulletins, and the three 
names chosen will be announced on the 9th.  Voting for the favorite will take place 
on the 16th by bringing in non-perishable can goods and putting them in one of the 
three boxes provided.  If you prefer, you can make a donation (by check payable 
to Valley) and the committee members will shop for you.  We rotate the goods (and 
money)  one of three pantries: New Milford, Newtown, and Brookfield.

• Veterans’ Honor Roll - Mission will be starting to work on the Veterans Honor Roll  
for Veterans’ Day which is November 11th.  We are asking that you contact 
Georgiann Sutor, Tammy Thomas or Judy Cunningham with the information about 
a friend or family member (or members) that you would like to have on this “roll”.  
Since each person will have his or her own “card”, we ask that you submit the 
information (and a picture if you have one) i.e., name, if a relative of yours or 
friend, the branch of service in which he or she served, and any other particulars 
you would like to provide, i.e., a specific battle or special event they were part of, 
etc.

• Festival of Trees - Mission will again provide a tree for the Festival of the Trees to 
benefit Ann’s Place.  Our theme this year is “HOPE IS ALIVE”.  If you would like to 
help with the tree, please speak to Tammy Thomas or Judy Cunningham.  If you 
have a particular organization you would like recognized for giving HOPE, please 
also contact us.

Looking ahead, because requests for help through our Angel Tree project start coming in 
during October, if you know of a family that needs help this year, please contact me.  

Judy Cunningham, chair



Notes from the Choir Room

From bright, energetic spirituals to warm and prayerful 
anthems, our choir sings it all. Experience the joy of music by 
giving the gift of music to our congregation. Join the choir or 
try out the bells on a Thursday night. 
We welcome new members of all ages 
and abilities, and we especially need 

male voices to enhance our choir. Now would be an ideal time 
to join as we start learning new repertoire for the season. 
 

As always, I welcome your questions and suggestions.  
 

- Max Vladimiroff, Director of Music 
 
This month Valley Choir will sing: 
 

 September 11th - “The First Song of Isaiah” - Jack Noble White 
September 18th - “There Is a Balm in Gilead” - Spiritual, arr. H. T. Burleigh
September 25th - “I Will Love The Lord“ - Michael Bedford 
 
 

Ready to Let Go of that Vehicle? 
A Note From Stony Point Center: 

Fabulous Conference Center Seeks Steady Vehicle for Long-Term Relationship!  

Stony Point was already looking for its next "donor vehicle" when our last remaining car was 
totaled earlier this month. The good news is that no other vehicles were involved in the accident 
and no one was injured, but our beloved Toyota Avalon is no longer! The bad news is that it is a 

long walk to the train station and even longer walk to the airport. 

Older models and high mileage are acceptable as long as the vehicle is in good 
mechanical condition. We are happy to travel significant distances to pick it up. 

This would be an allowable deduction for charitable giving for tax purposes.
 

Contact Rick at (845) 608-4056 by text or phone or by email at rickuffordchase@gmail.com. 

Stony Point Center 
17 Cricketown Road . Stony Point, NY 10980 . 845-786-5674 

stonypointcenter.org 

 



Women’s Retreat  
March 24-26, 2017 
Save the Date for our second Valley 

Women’s Retreat.  We’ve reserved space again at 
Hallelujah Farm in Chester, NH.  Mark it on your 
calendar and plan to join us for a refreshing and 
renewing time away together.  Details to be 
announced 2017. 

 

 

 

 

Support Valley by shopping with AmazonSmile. 
Just a reminder … Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Valley Presbyterian Church 
whenever you shop on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com).   So 
far this year, we have received over $85 in remittances from the 
AmazonSmile program. It’s not a lot of money … but it means 
that over $16,000 worth of merchandise was ordered from 
Amazon by folks who specified Valley as their beneficiary!   If you 
haven’t signed up for this program yet, please do so and 

encourage your friends and associates to do the same. It’s fast and easy and every little bit 
helps. 

To get started, visit our website:  valleypresct.org and click on the Amazon logo.  You’ll find 
simple instructions on how to get started.   

Thanks for all you do to support the programs here at Valley.  



Leading Causes of Life

“I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Choose life, so that you and your descendants may live.” 

~ Deuteronomy 30:19b

This is a season of saying “yes” to life. This is a season of noticing the flourishing and abundant life all around 
us. This we do instead of focusing on what isn’t working. In the picture on the book that inspired this series, there 
is a (beautiful) dying leaf in water. Are we focused on the dying of the leaf and its disconnection to its source? Or 
do we notice that it is carried along by water teeming with life–-signs of renewal? Saying “yes” to life in Christ 
offers us the opportunity to see the assets that create possibility and that create new ways of flourishing together 
in this world.  Join us for worship this fall!

September 11 Choose Life
September 18 Healing Power: Connection
September 25 Purpose & Meaning: Coherence
October 2 We Do, We Live: Agency
October 9 Generations of Love: Blessing
October 16 Not Just Wishful Thinking: Hope
October 23 Let Your Life Be About Life!



 
 
                                  
Welcome back to a new Fall season at Valley Presbyterian Church. We have 
so many amazing things planned for the coming months. Rev. Adele is doing a 
sermon focus this Fall on "Leading Causes of Life" and as your Director of 
Family Ministries, I will be using that theme to fuel our multigenerational 
activities.  I am also always open to hear ideas that you as a congregation 
think might be fun, worthwhile, and or beneficial to our church family.  
 
Sunday, September 11 is our All Church Picnic 
and open registration for Sunday School, 
Confirmation, GAP, and CHASM. Please be 
prepared to fill out all the necessary paperwork 
and releases on this Sunday. There will be 
scheduled informational break-out groups 
staggered during the picnic to ensure parents are able to attend all if 
needed. Groups will be meeting on our lower level.  

 
Please be sure to sign up to bring something to supply our TACO BAR and 
also so we know who is coming. We need to make sure we make enough meat 
and shells.  Sign ups are in the narthex.  
 

 
Saturday, September 17 Holmes Presbyterian 
Camp is holding their first Fall Family Festival. 
Let's get a group organized and go together! 
Sign ups are in the Narthex.  
 

 
 

 
 



Sunday, September 18 will be Commissioning our Sunday School Teachers. 
 

 
There's a time and a place that's special each week, 

Where we're eager to learn of the Word that we seek. 
The lessons are studied and scripture is read 

But let us go back a few days, instead. 
Your week is so busy and filled with "to do's" 

Like everyone else not a minute to lose. 
Your family, your business, work never ending 

Your precious few moments you're ever still lending. 
But you make the time to prepare for Sunday 

When you know someone will listen to the words that you say. 
So with God's special guidance, with prayer and with time 

You prepare for each Sunday, the Word we can find. 
Thank you for giving us an hour each week 

Knowing it is the Word of the Lord that we seek. 
And today we are blessed and grow more each day 

Because you dedicate your love to the Lord in this way. 
We wouldn't have Sunday School if it weren't for you. 

So today we say thank you for all that you do. 
 

~   ~    ~    ~    ~ 
 

Mark your calendars now for upcoming events in October: 
• Pumpkin Potluck. Share your favorite pumpkin recipe in a celebratory 

event Wednesday, October 19 (5:30-7:00) 
• Parents' Night Out Halloween Fun Night Saturday, October 29 

(5:30-7:30) 
 
 

Megan Christian 
Director Family of Family Ministries



 

 

 
 

Sunday School Registration-Sunday, September 11  
during our picnic.  

 

See the light….Be the Light!!! 
 

Memorize the following verse for a special Welcome Back PRIZE!! 
 

“Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world.  
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,  

but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Valley’s Christian Education 

In our Fall curriculum, See the light...be 
the light, we will see and understand 
Jesus Christ as the Light of the World. 
Students will explore what it means to be 
that light themselves, to let their light 
shine brightly for others.  

We will continue to have three Sunday 
School Classes which parents will register 
their children for on September 11 during 
our all church picnic.  Plus we’ll offer 
nursery care for birth to kindergarten. 

• JAM “Jesus and Me”  -  
Kindergarten-2nd 

• KICKS “Kids in Christ’s Kindness 
Service” -  3rd-6th 

• BLAST “Believing, Leaning, and 
Serving Together” -  7th-
highschool   

 

Our first day of teaching will be 
September 18, and we will also 
Commission all our amazing 
volunteer Sunday School 
teachers.  

Thank you in advance to Heather 
Cochrane, Kim Downs, Lynn 
Harrison, Lori Peck, Jen Titus, 
Martine Warner and Sandy 
Zuvanich.  

 



    

Fall 2016  
 

November 20 
 

THANKS & GIVING 
 

Today  
we will count our blessings  

and lend a helping hand  
to those in need. 

 

e December 18  e 
Today we’re baking Christmas Cookies to 
take to the people that our carolers  will 

visit this evening. 

September 18 
The FIRST meeting of  

God’s Awesome People!!!!   
Spaghetti marshmallow tower, 

balloon soccer, and maybe GROG! 
Can’t wait to see you there! � 

October 16 

We’re going to a corn maze!   
Today we head out to a nearby farm to 
enjoy God’s great outdoors and have 

some fun learning to navigate together.   
Bring good walking shoes and some 

comfy clothes. 
11:30-1 PM�

     Camp-In at Church!       Jan 7-8, 2017 
That’s right…we’re having a sleepover AT CHURCH!  Bring your PJs, a sleeping bag, and a treat to share,  

and get ready for some serious fun!  More details to follow.  6:30 PM Friday to 9 AM Saturday. 

Once a month we hang out after church with  
Rev. Adele, Lea and Angeles.  We go places, do fun 

stuff together, and think about what it means to 
be people of God.  It’s awesome! 

(God’s Awesome People!)  
On Third Sundays (mostly!) ffrom 11:30-112:30 pm 

 



Update on Our Refugee Resettlement Family
By Jen Wurst, Refugee Resettlement Ministry Coordinator, 

Congregational Church Brookfield

The Alhamwi family have had a very busy summer. They arrived not 
speaking English but thanks to many committed tutors, they are now able 
to speak sentences.

We are in desperate need of transportation folks.  If you are willing to help out, please contact 
Jennifer Wurst (jenwurst01@gmail.com).   We need drivers for English classes, job interviews, a 
job itself, nursery school, state required meetings, doctors, shopping. Without more drivers, the 
family is in jeopardy of having to relocate where public transportation is more accessible.

Ezat began working with the employment committee in August to begin the job search process.  
He was a taxi driver in Jordan but is capable of doing many things including working at a grocery 
store, landscaping, construction, gas station attendant, janitorial etc.  He is eager to begin work 
and said he will do anything to provide for his family.  If you know of any employment leads, 
please contact Rodger Wutzl (rodwutzl@gmail.com) or Rick Hardin (rhardin@alixpartners.com).  
He will also be taking his learner’s permit test on September 27th.

Qamar is busy always cleaning the house and taking care of her three children. Her future goals 
include, improving her English, obtaining her driver's license and becoming a Certified Nurse’s 
Assistant/Medical Assistant.

Ezat and Qamar will also begin English as a Second Language (ESL) classes early October.

Hamzeh enjoyed playing the sport squirt program and loves to be Spiderman in his spare time.  
Katrin celebrated her 3rd birthday July 23 and loves Hello Kitty.  She has also enjoyed the library 
story hour with Qamar and Ellen Deming. Ghazel will turn 2 on September 29.

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who has assisted with this project.   Special thanks to Wedyan for 
her dedication to helping us with translation and for all that she is doing to help assimilate the 
Alhamwi family.  She provides the guidance and understanding to them that none of us can pos-
sibly relate to.  

mailto:jenwurst01@gmail.com
mailto:rodwutzl@gmail.com
mailto:rhardin@alixpartners.com


Bits and Pieces

Staff Holiday 
The Church Office will be closed on Tuesday, September 6th – In observance of the Labor Day 
Holiday.

Pledge Statement UpdateEarly in September I will be sending out pledge updates of what you have given this year so far and a reminder of what you pledged for 2016.  If you do not receive an update and think that you should have, please let me know.  Thank you for keeping up with your pledge.Any questions please contact me at 203-740-1822 or agianazza@sbcglobal.netAllison Gianazza, Financial secretary

Friday, September 23rd 
       Email articles to:  valleypresct@gmail.com

mailto:valleypresct@gmail.com
mailto:agianazza@sbcglobal.net


Valley Presbyterian Church
21 West Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804

VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

21 West Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804
Telephone: (203) 775-2624

Pastor: The Rev. Adele Crawford
Director of Music: Max Vladimiroff
Director of Family Ministries: Megan Christian
Church Office Admin: Terri Flanagan
Pastor Emerita:  The Rev. Ann Beams

WORSHIP SERVICE
SUNDAY, 10:00 A.M.

ADULT STUDY, 9:00 A.M.
 and

CHURCH SCHOOL 10:20 AM


