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A Sabbath Mood
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June Worship Notes

Notes from the Choir Room
Our choirs will offer their final piece for this season on Sunday, June 12th. Then, 
they will have some well-deserved time off.   

If you would like to provide special music during worship sometime during the summer, please 
contact Max Vladimiroff.  Your offering may be a vocal solo, a duet or small group effort - perhaps an 

instrumental piece - or a combination of all the above.  Speak to Max to arrange scheduling for rehearsal, etc.

June 12th  
Choir:  “Will You Come and Follow Me?” – John L. Bell

Handbells:  “Do Lord, Remember Me” – traditional spiritual

Arr. Susan T. Sylvester 

June 5th  – Third Sunday after Pentecost – Youth Sunday - Communion 
 1 Kings 17:8-16 (17-24) 
 Psalm 146 

 Galatians 1:11-24 
Luke 7:11-17 
 

June 12th – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost   
We’ll recognize our Church School Teachers and Choirs 
 1 Kings 21:1-10 (11-14) 15-21 
 Psalm 5:1-8 

 Galatians 2:15-21 
Luke 7:36-8:3 
 

June 19th   – Fifth Sunday After Pentecost; Fathers’ Day  
 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7) 8-15a 
 Psalms 42 and 43 
 

 Galatians 3:23-29 
Luke 8:26-39 

June 25th  – *SATURDAY Sabbath – including a meal – 5 to 7 pm   
We’ll worship on the back lawn (weather permitting) 
 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
 Psalms 77:1-2, 11-20  

 Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
Luke 9:51-62 
 

 
*Note:  We will not worship as a church on Sunday morning, June 26th 

(See details in article entitled “24-Hour Deep Breath”) 

 



Worship Series ~ May 29 – June 25
When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and 

turning to the crowd that
followed him, he said, "I tell you, not even in Israel have 

I found such faith."
~ Luke 7:9

Have you ever felt like a third wheel? Life on the 
outside of the “in” crowd can make it difficult to 
fit in, to feel “at home.” The Gospel of Luke 
chronicles Jesus' ministry with those on the 
so-called “outside.” What can we learn from 
these stories and Jesus’ call to turn the inside 
out and the outside in?

Session Notes

     On May 14th, Session members shared dinner and conversation with our three 
confirmands, Molly Birdsall, Devin Johnson and Kimmie Johnson.  We were struck 
by the depth of their statements of faith and the serious approach they all took to 
the process of confirmation and becoming members of our family of faith. It was 
unanimously moved, seconded and voted to approve these candidates for church 
membership. 

     At our regular Session meeting on May 22nd, Valley priorities in the areas of 
youth ministry, finances and welcome and hospitality ministries were discussed. 
These are areas that Session has identified for focus this year.  We identified 
specific goals that we would like to see in each of these areas, as well as 
measurable outcomes that will show us we have successfully met our goals.  Many 
creative ideas were contributed and will be shared with the congregation during 
the coming months.



Finance & Stewardship
While results for the first quarter of 2016 were encouraging thanks primarily to early payment of 
pledges by a few large donors, income for April showed a drop in receipts from pledges and plate 
cash resulting in a deficit for the month.

Operating expenses are close to budget.

Receipts for the Pentecost offering to date are $1,175 which will appear on the May report.  
Forty percent of the offering will remain at Valley to be applied to our Youth Activities including 
assisting Walter Manuel with expenses in connection with his attendance at the Youth Triennium 
this summer, and the remaining 60% will be sent to PC(USA).   In addition, a $100 gift was made 
online to PC(USA) by a Valley member.   PC(USA) will forward to us later in the year 40% of any 
online gifts received directly from Valley members.  

Feel free to contact me or Terri Flanagan if you have any questions.
 
Jeff Henriques, Treasurer



JUNE MISSION REPORT

IRIS FAMILY UPDATE: The Bethel family that moved in to the Brookfield Cottage has 
moved to a new apartment and is very appreciative of the use of the cottage and the 
welcome they received. We are so happy to report that the young family we will be co-
sponsoring will be arriving by way of Jordan on June 

2nd.  The family of five includes three children: a son 
4, and two daughters 2 and 1. They do not 
speak any English.  There will be a meeting shortly 
to assess short-term and long-term needs going 
forward.   Stay tuned for updates in the weekly 
bulletin, midweek e-blasts. 

TAG SALE: Saturday, July 30th.  Information will be available shortly that outlines exactly 
when and where on the lower level we can accept donations prior to the sale.. Since we 
will accept clothing (gently used) this year, if you have a clothing rack or extra hangers 
that we can use, it would be a great help in clothing “presentation”. A list of items we 
cannot take will also be part of the information outline.

WE CONTINUE TO WORK ON: 1) VETERANS’ HONOR “BOARD” (it may be a tree) to 
be displayed in conjunction with Veterans’ Day in November, and 2) ANN’S PLACE 
TREE. If you are interested in helping with either, please speak with any member of the 
Mission Committee.

HEIFER: We will purchase a Llama this year.  World Food Day, October 16, actually 
comes on a Sunday this year.  Be thinking of a name. Suggestions will be received on 
October 2 and 9. Mission Committee will meet the 9th and choose three names. Food 
items will be collected to vote on the names on the 16th and 23rd.

ZZM NETWORK CONFERENCE:  Three of us from PSNE attended the conference held 
at the Presbyterian Church of Westfield, NJ from May 2-4.  It was an informative 
experience as many of the PC(USA) mission workers in Zambia attended as did four from 
Zambia. It is only the second meeting of the Network, and we are not geographically 
close.  Some are in Texas, some are farther west and then some are in New Jersey, New 
York, Pennsylvania and PSNE, so we are working on communication. The PC(USA) 
mission workers were available after the Annual Meeting in Louisville which provided the 
opportunity for the Network to get together. 

DOROTHY DAY SANDWICH SUNDAY: June 26th.  Thank you to all who help and to 
those who make our meal pans. If you do not know about the pans, there is a recipe we 
use, and filled pans are due back the Sunday on which we make the sandwiches.  More 
questions? Please speak with Judy Cunningham.

Judy Cunningham, Chair

“… Do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8



Sunday School Newsletter 
June 2016 

What a fantastic year of Valley Sunday School we have had! Your 
children have been such a pleasure to work with, and we’d like to take 
this time to thank you for raising such delightful human beings!  
Please read your children the following poem…. 

You're a very special person, 
and we want you to know 

how we loved to be your teacher, 
how fast the Sundays did go! 
Please come back to visit us 

as through the grades you grow. 
Try hard to learn all that you can; 

there is so much to know!! 
The one thing we tried to teach you 

to last your whole life through, 
is to know that you are special 

and God loves you!!!  

Our last day of class will be June 12. Please join us for an end of the 
year celebration!  

Have a wonderful summer and we will see you in Sunday School in 
September!  

Valley’s Christian Education



 
 
 
 

Notes from the Director of Family Ministries 
 
May is a great month for spring cleaning, organizing, and renewal.  Valley 
followed suit by taking this month to host an event that benefits our very 
own church space. On Saturday, May 21 we hosted a "We Love our Church a 
WAFFLE Lot!" day. We started out the morning by eating waffles and 
socializing with one another. Once our bellies were full, we broke into groups 
and received our assignments.  We were given specific goals to complete on 
the church's lower level.  We were able to button up some of the projects 
that had been started, but not quite polished.  We put in a coffee bar in the 
Adult Sunday School Space-Moms' Meet room, so folks could enjoy hot 
beverages during their meetings. We hung several pictures, curtains, a 
variety of artwork, a new Community bulletin board, we rearranged 
furniture, weeded the gardens, planted flowers, painted rocks, and basically 
made the playground area a happy place. Please feel free to venture down to 
the lower level and check out space. The home school is currently off for the
summer vacation, so you will not be bothering anyone.  
 
                                  

                               
 



 

Sunday, June 5 Plant Swap (right after the service) Calling all 
gardeners! Do you have bulbs to divide? Is your ground cover overtaking the
flower bed? One of the best parts of being a gardener is sharing your
beautiful plants with friends. Please join us for a free plant exchange. Bring
some of your spare plants to the plant exchange and pick up some new
beauties while you're there to add to your garden. Just starting out and
don't have any to share? Show up anyway and find a few plants to start your
garden. 

           

Plants should be divided in advance, wrapped separately and labeled with 
name, water and sun preference and height and bloom color. If you have it, a
picture would be great! Note any tips that might help the plant’s new owner
be successful enough to divide the plant again in a few years. Please bring
your plants in either a plastic grocery bag, recycled yogurt containers, Ziploc
bag or spare planting containers that you do not want back. 

Megan Christian 
Director Family Ministries 



MARK THOSE SUMMER CALENDARS!!!
Valley's Annual Multigenerational Vacation Bible School!!!

Tuesday, August 16-Thursday,August 18.
A Registration Form can be found on a separate page … or pick one up from 

Greeter’s Table in the Narthex. 

Date/Time Event
Weds, Jun 1 – 6:30 pm · Deacons’ Meeting
Sun, Jun 5 · Youth Sunday

· Plant Swap – following worship (outdoors)
· GAP – End of Year Event – offsite – 11:30 am – 3 pm

Sun, Jun 12 · End of Season for:  Adult Choir, Sunday Morning Bible
Study, and Sunday School

Sun, Jun 19 - Noon · Seniors Brunch Bunch – 189 Café – 189 Federal Rd,
Brookfield

Mon, Jun 20 · Deadline for July/August “Reflections” articles
Tue, Jun 21 – 7 pm · Session Meeting  
Sat, Jun 25 – 5 to 7 pm · Saturday Sabbath:  Worship and Picnic  (outdoors,

weather permitting)
· Dorothy Day Sandwich Prep – kitchen, following worship

Sun, Jun 26-Sat, Jul 2 · Youth Work Camp Trip – Reading, PA
Sun, Jun 26 · NO SUNDAY AM WORSHIP



Jonah: A Whale of a Tale!

Vacation Bible School ~ August 16-18 

We’re taking a deep dive into the book of Jonah!  
Jonah is one of the most successful (and maybe 
most stubborn!) prophets in the Bible.  But there’s 
more to his story than his encounter with a whale.  
In four short chapters over three nights, we will 
get to know this character, the people he avoids 
and the God he serves.  Opportunities for people 
ages 1 to 101!  Join us for dinner, for fun, for time together, as we learn and grow as a family of faith!  
$10 per person, $30 max per family. Financial assistance is available.   Speak with Rev. Adele. 
 

Registration due Tuesday, August 9. 

.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    .    .    .   .   .   

Jonah: A Whale of a Tale! 
Intergenerational Vacation Bible School 

Tues, Aug 16; Wed, Aug 17; Thur, Aug 18 ~ 5:30 PM to 8:00 PM 
 

Name(s):               

Phone:        Email:        

No. of adults:    No. of children/youth:   and their ages:     

Dietary restrictions:             

I’d like to help with: o food prep one night  o food clean up one night   o decorating  

o clean up after VBS  o shop for food       o shop for supplies       o lead an activity      

 

Make checks payable to “Valley Presbyterian Church” with “VBS” in the memo.  Return registration 
form and fee to the Church Office by Tuesday, August 9. 

For questions or more info, contact Rev. Adele Crawford or Megan Christian, Director of Family 
Ministries. 



24-Hour Deep Breath
For so many of us, life feels full of busy.  Every minute is packed. 
There are no margins. Guilt and endless pressure abound.  So much 
noise, so many screens, pulled in all directions and moving faster 
than you can keep up with.
What would it be like to take a deep breath from that?
What would it be like to stop?
Space. Time. Rest. Peace. Gift.
Want to give yourself a taste of Sabbath?

Let’s take a 24-Hour Deep Breath

This retreat experience begins Saturday, June 25, from 5pm - 7pm at 
Valley Presbyterian Church, with an orientation to Sabbath, gentle 
worship and a delicious meal. The next 24 hours are your home 
retreat – a whole day free from obligations -  to listen and respond to 
the longings of your heart.   The retreat experience ends with a 
closing blessing done at home, bringing the gifts of Sabbath into your 
week. Participants will be given the chance to share about their 
experience with each other online at the end of the retreat. 

*We will not worship as a church on Sunday morning, June 26*

Group Mission Trip

On Sunday, June 26th Valley youth – Molly Birdsall, Kayla Downs, Walter Manuel and 
Kayla’s friend, Brooke Eannarino – along with leaders, Mike Downs and Lori Peck --  will 
head off to Reading, PA to take part in “Operation Renovation:  A Veterans Affair 
Workcamp.”  Reading, approximately halfway between Philadelphia and the state capitol 
at Harrisburg, is strategically situated along a major transportation route from Central to 
Eastern Pennsylvania, and lent its name to the now-defunct Reading Railroad.  In 2011, the 
PBS News Hour reported that Reading was officially the poorest city in the nation with 49% 
of its citizens living below the poverty line.

Group Mission Workcamp’s goal is to restore hope to the people of Reading by demonstrating Jesus’ love and 
compassion in tangible ways, serving real people in need while working on home repair projects that homeowners 
cannot otherwise complete.

In the coming weeks, we’ll learn more about ways in which we can support our young people, and their aged leaders, in 
their latest project.



Confirmation Class 
of 2016 - Welcome

Such a joy to celebrate the confirmation of these 
special young people -- Molly Birdsall, Devin 
Johnson and Kimmie Johnson - and formally 
welcome them into Valley Membership on 
Pentecost, May 15th.    Pictured with Rev. Adele are 
the confirmands, their parents, teachers and 
mentors.  

Molly is an 8th grader at Whisconier Middle 
School, and an avid dancer and musician, playing 
piano, violin and cello.  Devin is an 8th grader at 
Newtown Middle School and is serious about 
soccer and boy scouts.  Kimmie is an 8th grader at 
Newtown Middle School and is a docent at 

Newtown Historical Society, a girl scout, and a soccer referee.

Coffee Time News 

As the school year is winding down, we hope all will have a restful summer.  
Please consider helping in some way with coffee hour. Perhaps you could 
provide some fruit or baked goods. We also welcome packaged cookies and 
crackers that we keep for when no one signs up.  We love items that could be 
frozen for future use, just label what is in the package, indicate the date, and 
place it in the freezer.  Maybe you had leftovers from a gathering you’d like 
to share.  A big thank you to those angels who help with set up, clean up, and 
those who sign up to be the host of coffee hour.  You are all appreciated.  



Bits and Pieces

Seniors’ Brunch Bunch – 

Sunday, June 19th at Noon 
The Seniors’ “Brunch Bunch” had such a good time dining on the porch at their new location – 
they’re looking forward to doing it again!!   You’re invited to join the Seniors’ Brunch Bunch for a 

good meal and some great companionship at Noon on Sunday, June 19th at the “189 Café” located 
at 189 Federal Road in Brookfield – across from Costco.   New faces are always welcome, so if 
you’ve been thinking about trying it out – now would be the perfect time.  If you’d like more 

information and to RSVP, contact Jill Heidel.

     Friday, June 20th 
      Email articles to:  valleypresct@gmail.com

 

mailto:valleypresct@gmail.com


Valley Presbyterian Church
21 West Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804

VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

21 West Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804
Telephone: (203) 775-2624

Pastor: The Rev. Adele Crawford
Director of Music: Max Vladimiroff
Director of Family Ministries: Megan Christian
Church Office Admin: Terri Flanagan
Pastor Emerita:  The Rev. Ann Beams

WORSHIP SERVICE
SUNDAY, 10:00 A.M.

ADULT STUDY, 9:00 A.M.
 and

CHURCH SCHOOL 10:20 AM


