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February Worship Notes

February 7th – Transfiguration Sunday  - Communion
Exodus 34:29-35  
Psalm 99

2 Corinthians 3:12- 4:2
Luke 9:28-36 (37-43)

Ash Wednesday – February 10th  - Worship at 7 pm

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or
         Isaiah 58:1-12

Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

February 14th – 1st Sunday in Lent
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-6

Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13

February 21st  – 2nd Sunday in Lent
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27

Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Luke 13:31-35

February 28th  – 3rd Sunday in Lent 
Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-8

I Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9



A Note About Flowers During Lent
As is our custom, we will not have flowers in the Sanctuary during Lent. However, if you wish to have 
flowers placed to honor a loved one or to celebrate a special occasion during this time, please contact 
Nancy Munn or the Church Office to arrange for flowers on a specific Sunday.

 Lenten Devotional Booklets
The Worship Committee invites you to observe a Lenten practice at home using a 
devotional booklet entitled “Mercy, Passion & Joy.”  Copies are available on the 
Greeter’s Table in the Narthex.

Let the writings of C. S. Lewis lead you through Lent with this booklet of daily quotes from 
arguably the greatest Christian apologist of the 20th century, followed by reflections by C. 
S. Lewis scholar Dr. Joel Heck. The daily quotes, Scripture, reflections and prayers lead 
the reader from contemplations on the mercy of Christ and the Passion he suffered on our 
behalf to the astounding joy that is ours because of his great sacrifice for us.

Ash Wednesday Worship
February 10 @ 7 PM
Ash Wednesday is our entry point into the Lenten season. We will gather at 
7pm in the sanctuary for a simple liturgy of song and scripture, meditative 
prayer, reflection, and the imposition of ashes, if you choose. If you've never 
been to an Ash Wednesday service, or haven't been in a long while, this would 
be a good one to try.  All are welcome.

Notes from the Director of Music
The following anthems will be offered by the Choir during 
February:

• February 7 "Come down, O Love divine" -  Hilary Tadman-Robins
• February 14  "I Have Felt the Touch of God" -  Lloyd Larson
• February 21  "The Lord Is My Light" - Taizé
• February 28 "I Want Jesus to Walk with Me"  - African-American spiritual, 

arr. Nolan Williams Jr.



Session Notes

Highlights of the Session meeting held January 19th include:

• The newly elected elders and deacons were examined and presented.  It was 
moved, seconded, voted and approved to accept the new elders and deacons.

• Jeff Henriques presented the proposed budget for 2016.  It was moved, seconded, 
voted and approved to accept this budget.

• A discussion was held regarding the proposed Overture to the 222nd General 
Assembly.  It was moved, seconded, voted and approved to concur with this 
overture.

Mark Your Calendar

• Weds, Feb 3rd – 6:30 pm - Deacons Meeting

• Sat, Feb 6th – 9:30 am - Presbytery Meeting, Wallingford, CT

• Sun, Feb 7th – 11:30 am - GAP with Rev Adele, Miss Lea, Miss Angeles
  Mom’s Meet with Martine Warner

• Wed, Feb 10th – 7 pm - Ash Wednesday Service

• Sat, Feb 13th – 9 am - Men’s Breakfast. “My Place”, Newtown
- Parents’ Night Out (5 to 8 pm)

• Sun, Feb 14th - “Doing Sunday” – date changed from Jan 31

• Tues, Feb 16th - Church Office Closed – Presidents’ Day

• Sat, Feb 20th  - 9 am - Leadership Retreat for Elders & Deacons (9 to 1)

Session Meeting scheduled for Feb 14th – New Date TBD



February / March Mission News 

February: 

• On the 7th, we will have Mission’s annual “Soup-er Bowl of Caring” 
coffee hour.  This year’s main menu items will be pulled pork and 
BBQ chicken.  We ask that you bring non-perishable, non glass items for the New 
Milford Food Pantry.  After the large influx of items for the holidays, the pantries 
now begin to run low on items.

• Dorothy Day Hospitality House sandwich making will take place on February 21st.  
If you take a meal pan for February, it is due back on the same date.

• Feb 6th - Session voted at its January meeting to support our partnership with the 
Congregational Church of Brookfield to co-sponsor a family with IRIS (Integrated 
Refugee and Immigrant Services) headquartered in New Haven. On Saturday, 
Feb. 6th, the Congregational Church will hold a work day to ready the 
cottage on their property for use by the family.  If you are interested in 
helping, please contact Judy Cunningham.

• Session also voted at this meeting to “concur” with an overture regarding HIV/
AIDS brought by a member of the ZZM Network through which I represent you as 
we support PC(USA)’s work at Chasefu in Zambia. (ZZM is Zambia, Zimbawe and 
Mozambique.) Nancy Collins and Rev. Chris Foster (Providence Presbyterian 
Church pastor) are also members. Presently, the Network is working on a 
conference to be held at Westfield Presbyterian Church in New Jersey on March 
2-4. Many of the PC(USA) missionaries are in Louisville for meetings the week 
before and those working in the Network’s countries are expected to attend. A 
great opportunity to meet each other!

Presbytery News:  Last year, five committees (Stewardship & Mission, Youth, Social  Justice, 
Church Development, and Ecclesiastic) were grouped under one budget.  Recently, the chairs of 
those committees met to discern how we would operate going forward which may include that 
churches can apply (and receive) a grant at any time during the calendar year.  We also realize 
that these committees do not have the same “focus” each year.  This year, the Presbyterian 
Youth Triennium is in July and it is expected that grants will be needed for some youth to attend.  
This happens once every three years.  More information will be coming as we keep meeting and 
discerning.

March: 
This year, the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering will be received on both Palm Sunday 

(March 20th) and Easter (March 27th).  This offering goes to the PC(USA)’s PHP(Presbyterian 
Hunger Program), PDA (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance) and SDOP (Self Development of 
People).  Each will receive 32% of the offering with an extra 4% to PHP to address homeless 
issues.

In Service,

Judy Cunningham, Chair



Finance and Stewardship
As you can see from the summary financial report, Valley ended the year with a surplus of about 
$6000. This report includes operating income and expense, as well as income and expense from 
our designated accounts, which is why these numbers are slightly different from the financial 
tables in the annual report. All in all, it was a good year for Valley's finances.

We face a more challenging situation for 2016, but the year has started on a strong note with some 
members paying their full year pledges 'up front'. Final results for January are incomplete, but will 
show an operating surplus for the month.

If you have not paid your per capita of $42 per member, I would ask that you consider doing so. 
This charge is one of the costs of being a 'connectional' church, and Valley must pay this for each 
member on our rolls, to help cover expenses of our Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly.

 Jeff Henriques, Treasurer



     

Spring 2016  
 

March 13* 
Ever see someone who looks like they 

could use a little help, maybe at the store,  

or when you’re out somewhere? We’re 

doing a mission project today to help our 

neighbors in need, after Youth Ensemble 

rehearsal.   

 

*Note special date due to church schedule 

May 15 
 

We’ll head to Lake Lillinonah for a short 

prayer hike, exploring God’s good 

creation. 

 

`    _    ` 

  

April 10*   
 

GAME DAY! 
 Join us for tons of fun playing games 

(Apples to Apples anyone?) and 

discovering what God can teach us 

through our fun. 

 

*Note special date due to school schedule 

FEBRUARY 7* 
¤   ¤   ¤�

Today we are making Valentines for some 

Valley members.  Bring your creativity 

and your love! 

Love Grows Here £ 

 

*Note special date due to school schedule 

End-Of-Year-Celebration     June 5, 2016 
What we’re doing is a surprise, but we promise it will be TONS of fun!!   

Plan for some extra time today, 11:30 AM ~ 3 PM. 

Once a month we hang out after church with  
Rev. Adele, Lea and Angeles.  We go places, do fun 

stuff together, and think about what it means to 
be people of God.  It’s awesome! 

(God’s Awesome People!)  
On Third Sundays (mostly!) from 11:30--12:30 pm  

 



 
 

Notes from The Director of Family Ministries  
          

    January can be a month of calm & reflection after the whirlwind 
of December and so to respect the desire to just breathe in a sigh, 
we only scheduled a relaxing fun filled movie night activity! Thirty 
of us joined together on Saturday, January 16 to enjoy the 
wholesome goodness that is Mary Poppins! We sang, giggled, ate, 
and watched in the warmth of the narthex.  
 

   
 

Now as far as the coming months go in regards to Family Ministries...hold on 
to your hats!!!  

 
 

In February we will host a Parents' Night Out 
on Saturday, February 13 from 5:00pm-
8:00pm.  I will need help with supervision of 
crafts and fun so if this is interesting to you, 
please let me know.  We certainly had a blast 
doing this in October. This is an event that 
our parents adore and have requested we 
continue more often. Parents be sure to sign 

up in the Narthex so we know who to expect.  



ATTENTION: 
 
God calls us to be in community with one another. But do small churches need 
small groups? After all, the existence of authentic 
community can be taken for granted when numbers are 
small and everyone seems to know everyone else—or can 
it? The truth is, small groups in smaller churches provide 
three basic necessities for a congregation's healthy 
spiritual growth: accountability, forward momentum, and a stronger bond in a 
family like atmosphere. Returning to organized "Small Group Dinners" in 
2016, will allow us to explore our connection to one another as God's family.   
 
 
 
Quote by Rev. Adele in our mid-week update ..... 
 
"Who we are cannot be fulfilled in isolation. We were made for relationship 
and for passing on the life and love given to us by God. We've all experienced 
the pain of broken relationships and the joy of restored ones. How does our 
relationship to others define us? How does living in right relationship with 
friend and stranger send reverberations into the world and into the 
future?"  
 

 
Please sign up in the narthex if you are at all 
interested in being part of our Small Group 
Dinners.  They will be organized logistically so you 
will not be traveling far.  Maybe you'd even be 
interested in hosting, which would just mean 
providing a location for a get together.  What a 
wonderful way to really get to know one another!  

 



Upcoming in March:  
 

 
"Scatter Sunshine-Service Auction" 

Scatter sunshine all long the way,  
cheer and bless and brighten  

every passing day! 
 
How can YOU share your sunshine? What gift did God bless you with that 
you could share with your church family? You've got some time to think 
about it and sign up with me. Here are some examples from our Service 
Auction in 2014.... 

• flower planting together        
• piano lessons 
• singing lessons 
• meals 
• Birthday cakes 
• dog treats 
• homemade birdhouse 

 
The list goes on and on! Please join us in March (date and time TBA) for 
dessert and an incredible Auction. Please volunteer to help as it takes quite a 
bit of organizing.  
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Coffee Time News 
 

  Thanks to all who bring items for coffee hour. When no 
one signs up as host, the gifts of packaged foods, fruits, 
or homemade goodies fill the bill. Won't you consider 
hosting or bringing something for coffee hour? It makes 
for great fellowship. Labels are on the refrigerator door 
to mark your donation for coffee hour. Please indicate if 
it is gluten-free or contains nuts, onions or other allergy 
items. 

 Another big shout-out also goes to the angels who help 
with set-up or clean-up which is truly appreciated.  
Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.



It's About Time.....
"Come to me all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens 

and I will give you rest." ~ Matthew 11:28

Many of us find ourselves overwhelmed, distracted, exhausted, lacking a spiritual center, and near 
burn out. We give and give and give, barely ever making time to refresh and renew ourselves. 
Let's make time! 

Please join us for the Valley WOMEN'S RETREAT,
Friday, April 8, 5 PM - Sunday, April 10, 2 PM

It's TIME for a fresh perspective, TIME for renewed 
purpose, and TIME to tender church family connections 
and relationships. 

We will be spending our precious time together at 
Hallelujah Farm. This spiritual retreat and hospitality 
house is nestled in the hills and meadows of the 
southwestern corner of New Hampshire, in the small town 
of Chesterfield. It is a quiet place to find peace in 
contemplation, strengthen friendships, feed your soul with 
the beauty of natural surroundings and enjoy the slower 
pace of country life! Isn’t it TIME for you?

Please register by: Sunday, February 28 (deposit due $50.00, made payable to “Valley 
Presbyterian Church” with “Women’s Retreat” in the memo)
Total cost: $175.00, includes two nights accommodations and five meals. Financial 
assistance is available; please speak with Rev. Adele

Check out the website for more information on accommodations and beautiful pictures of 
their grounds. http://www.hallelujahfarm.com/

Join us!  Rev. Adele Crawford & Megan Christian

http://www.hallelujahfarm.com/


Bits and Pieces

A Note of Thanks from Paul Kolbe

I want to thank so many of my friends at Valley for the 
nice Christmas cards. 

I picture each and every one of you and remember you dearly. My 
thoughts are with you and wish you all the very best in 2016.

Paul Kolbe
PS: My new address is:   Post Office Box 925, Southbury, CT 06488

Monday, February 22nd 
Email articles to:  valleypresct@gmail.com

 

mailto:valleypresct@gmail.com


Valley Presbyterian Church
21 West Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804

VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

21 West Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804
Telephone: (203) 775-2624

Pastor: The Rev. Adele Crawford
Director of Music: Max Vladimiroff
Director of Family Ministries: Megan Christian
Church Office Admin: Terri Flanagan
Pastor Emerita:  The Rev. Ann Beams

WORSHIP SERVICE
SUNDAY, 10:00 A.M.

ADULT STUDY, 9:00 A.M.
 and

CHURCH SCHOOL 10:20 AM


