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December 2015 – January 2016 Worship Notes

December 6th – Second Sunday of Advent – Communion
Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79

Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

December 13th  – Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6

Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

December 20th   – Fourth Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:2-51
Luke 1:46b-55  or
  Psalm 80:1-7

Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)

December 24th – Christmas Eve – 5 PM – Worship for All
All are welcome as we recount Jesus’ birth, sing carols, and light candles

to remember the Light that came into the world.
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96

Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

December 27th – First Sunday after Christmas Day – PJ & Bells
Join us for an informal service for the whole family!  Wear your PJs and slippers, grab a bell at the door, and 

together we’ll listen to the Christmas story and sing our favorite carols.
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148

Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

January 3rd   – Epiphany - Star Gifts Sunday - Communion
Jeremiah 3:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20

Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1(1-9) 10-18

January 10th  – Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29

Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 17th  – Second Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10

I Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

January 24th  – Third Sunday after Epiphany
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19

I Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

January 29th – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6

1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30



Worship Notes

During this season of Advent we will anticipate with joy the coming of the tiny child, with Advent
wreath making, special music from the children of Valley, the choir and bell choir, familiar verses from
the Bible, weekly lighting of the Advent candles and the Word of our Lord spoken through sermons,
liturgy and prayers.  Advent Prayer Stations will be available in three corners of the Sanctuary.  Each
station will give you the opportunity for quiet, independent reflection.  These stations including some
child-friendly activities will remain in place throughout the Advent Season, and we invite you to take a

moment before or after worship to slow down and simply be.  On Thursday, December 24th, the
Christmas Eve service will begin at 5 pm in order for families with children to easily participate.  We will
offer an “Instant Christmas Pageant” and invite children who would like to participate to arrive early
(about 4:45 pm) to choose a costume and be part of the pageant.  What a special time for sharing our
love of the Lord and one another!

     On Sunday, December 27th, the PJ’s and Bell service will end the year on a more casual and intimate
note.  You’re invited to come to worship wearing PJ’s or your comfy clothes for a gentle good-bye to the
old year and welcome to the New Year with the church family.  

   On Sunday, January 3rd we will enter into 2016 with our Star Gifts service and the period of Epiphany,
after which all the decorations of Advent are removed and the church returns to Ordinary time.     

Advent Devotionals
We have two devotionals available in the Narthex this Advent season.  One that is
geared for families with young children and the other “Unto us a Child is Born” by Henri
J. M. Nouwen.  Henri Nouwen has helped inspire millions to grow closer to Jesus.  For
Nouwen, a life of faith is a life of prayer, and these daily devotions during the weeks of
Advent help form a lasting spiritual practice.  

Best wishes to all for a joyous Christmas Season and a fulfilling New Year!



During this blessed season, our choirs and talented musicians will offer the following 
selections:

December 6th 

Choir: "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing" Arr. Mark Hayes

December 13th 
Handbells: "Rejoice, Rejoice!" Arr. Cathy Moklebust
Kayla Downs, Molly Birdsall & Jocelyn Titus: "When Love Crossed Over" Paul Baloche

December 20th 
Handbells: "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" Arr. Cathy Moklebust
Youth Ensemble: "Good King Wenceslas" Arr. Jeffrey McFadden
Choir: "Hark, the glad sound!" David Thorne

December 24th – Christmas Eve
Handbells: Christmas Medley
Choir: "O Be Joyful" Jeffrey Van; "Love Came Down at Christmas" Mark Hayes

December 27th 
Tess Vogel, piano; David Vogel, viola

January 3rd 
Choir: "Calypso Carol" Michael Perry, Allen Pote

January 10th 
Choir: "The Lone, Wild Bird" Ruth Elaine Schram



Session Notes

Session held its first Sunday meeting after church on the 22nd.  It gave us the opportunity 
to meet with three prospective new members.  It is expected that we will receive new 
members on Sunday, December 6th.

Report from the Outreach committee outlined the many new ways we are reaching out to 
the community to let them know we are here, i.e. flyers at Valley events, a new video, 
post cards for members to invite others to our church and posters.

We also had a successful Vendor Fair with some 20 booths and a large crowd of 
purchasers.

Worship during Advent will have an Advent Booklet available and prayer stations.  
Greening the Church will be Nov. 28th and the new banner made at the workshop 
recently in West Hartford will be displayed with more new banners to come.  Lighting the 
Advent Wreath Candles will be different this year.  Rather than families or couples lighting 
the Advent candles, different Valley groups will be lighting the candles each Sunday.

B& G Reported that there has been major work done around the church this fall with more 
to come.

Session also heard from our Treasurer about Stewardship for 2016 and also that 2015 
will end on a strong “note”.  We also discussed Valley’s needs going forward.  This 
discussion will continue at our December meeting.

As required, we also reviewed the membership list, then heard a report from the group 
reviewing the Building Use documents, reviewed our EOM and Communion schedule, 
and received a written report from Walter Manuel, one of our commissioners to the 
November 14th Presbytery meeting.  Walter referred to what was offered as Open Space 
choices, i.e. IRIS (Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services) which is the group Valley 
will be working with should we co-sponsor a family with the Congregational Church of 
Brookfield, singing in the Gospel Choir (that became our worship leaders) led by Rev. 
Adele and Mark Miller, how to minister to Veterans and their families,  “Do honorably 
Retired Teaching Elders Ever Really Retire?” led by our own Rev. Johanna Johns Jung 
and an ongoing WG (Working Group) which has ongoing opportunities to meet with some 
of the WG as we continue to discern a new way going forward for this Presbytery.  Bill 
Thomas, Presbytery’s Stated Clerk, also gave an interesting report on the recent polity 
conference he attended in Oregon. Although a lot went on (with the business part 
occurring in the afternoon), Presbytery adjourned at 1:30 pm!

Judy Cunningham, Clerk Pro Tem



Mission – December/January

As this is a December/January newsletter, I would be remiss if I didn’t, in advance, say 
THANK YOU to all who purchased Christmas gifts, donated money for turkeys and food 
for the Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets, and helped with the delivery of the gift s 
and food baskets for our Angel Sharing Tree.  THANK YOU also to those 
of you who responded to the ARC warm hats, gloves and sock 
collection.

In handing out thanks, a big one goes to Tammy Thomas for her 
outstanding decoration and organization of Valley’s “Angel Tree” for the 
Festival of the Trees that benefits Ann’s Place.

Looking ahead, we are exploring co-sponsoring a family with the 
Brookfield Congregational Church through IRIS (Integrated Refuge and Immigrant 
Services).  This is something BCC has done several times before so it is a good place to 
start. There are also other Presbyterian Churches in our Presbytery that have indicated 
an interest in helping with part of what this involves. So stay tuned…..

January is usually our “down time” so, unless something occurs on the IRIS “front”, our 
next “event” is Souper Bowl Sunday in February.  This menu is still “a work in progress” 
but the food collection that goes along with this will probably go to Faith Food Pantry in 
Newtown.  Then it is on to OGHS and EASTER.

Judy Cunningham, chair

A Note from our Financial Secretary:
It is not too late to pledge your commitment to the church. You can call me at 
203-740-1822 or send in your pledge card to the church office.  If you have any questions 
as to what you have pledged in the past or what you have left in your pledge, please feel 
free to contact me.  Your pledge is kept with the utmost of privacy.  I am the only one 
other than God who knows.  

Pledge envelopes will be available December 6th.  If you have not had envelopes in the 
past and would like them, please let the office or myself know so we can get them for you.

Allison Gianazza, Financial Secretary



Finance and Stewardship
October was a weak month for pledge receipts, so we showed a deficit for the month of almost 
$8,000. The good news is that November will be a strong month for operating income, with pledge 
receipts already over budget even though the month is incomplete, plus we received a significant 
special gift. I am hoping we will finish 2015 in the black without having to transfer funds from our 
designated reserves as we had expected to do.

The interim results from the stewardship campaign indicate that 2016 will be more of a challenge 
than this year. Projected pledge receipts will be about $12,000 below the high level of giving for 
2015. In order to maintain our staff and programs I am expecting that we will need utilize reserves, 
but it is too early to project the amount.

Please do your best to complete your 2015 pledge by year end, and consider giving Valley an extra 
Christmas contribution to sustain our mission and programs.

Christmas blessings to all.   Jeff Henriques, Treasurer



Deacon News…
The boxes are stuffed and taped, ready to be sent off to our Valley college 
students. Each will be receiving a care package from the deacons filled with 
nutritious (and otherwise) snacks, toys, and notes to help them survive finals week. 
We look forward to seeing some of these college students in church over their 
winter breaks.

On behalf of Valley, the deacons will able to provide assistance to a number of 
families in our local area during the upcoming holiday seasons. Thank you for 
supporting these efforts through your contributions made in the special envelopes 
provided on Communion Sundays.

“Valley’s Stars on Stage” Returns (with Dinner)!

Are you a closet magician, juggler, ballerina 
or tap dancer? Are you a wanna-be comedian, 
or a budding artist or musician? Do you have 
an act you’d just love to share with our Valley 
family? If so, then the deacon-hosted, 
Valley Deacons’ Dinner and Variety Show 
on Saturday, January 30 is for you. All acts 
(three minutes or less) are welcome - 
perform by yourself or with a group. Contact Terri Flanagan in the office 
(valleypresct@gmail.com) or Lea Attanasio (leaattan@aol.com) to register your act.

Then, invite your friends and family to attend the dinner and show at Valley. All are 
welcome. Dinner will be served at 6 pm.  We’ll share soup, stew and chili prepared by 
our Deacons. The show will begin at 7pm. Sign up sheets will soon be posted in the 
narthex so be sure to sign-up so the Deacons will know how many folks are coming.  









Building & Grounds

The fall cleanup was conducted on a rather sunny and windy November 14th. 
Windows were washed (thank you Colin, Lynn and Chuck), weeds around the 
perimeter of the yard cut back (thank you John) and all 
the leaves blown out of the yard, gardens and parking 
lot (thank you Andy, John, Jim and Granville). With this 
done and the contract for snow plowing and clearing is 
in place, "Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow!"

There were unnoticeable but substantial repairs made 
to all exterior doors other than the main entrance although it was painted (thank 
you Dan). Pealing wood was removed from the door exteriors and a coat of fiberglass 
applied. There were also repairs to the siding behind the rubbish barrels and a new, 
larger step installed outside the kitchen door. There was also a repair to the urinal 
on the lower level. By the time this article goes to print there will be various repairs 
done to the HVAC system, the need discovered when a full inspection was 
conducted. All-in-all, the "building and grounds" are ready to welcome in the new 
year!

Outreach Committee

Wow! Valley’s new Advent video is up on our website and our Facebook page.  It’s 
great. Check it out.  We also have postcards that have 
been mailed to members encouraging them to invite a 
friend. The postcards were also handed out at our 
Craft & Vendor Fair on November 20th and 21st.  We 
have posters about Valley’s Advent activities to be 

distributed around town on public bulletin boards.

It looks like there are several people interested in joining Valley. Session met with 
them on Sunday, November 22nd, and we will plan to receive them in worship on 
December 6th.  

The committee arranged for an ad in the Connecticut Choral Society’s 2015-2016 
booklets similar to the ad last year. Information about Valley’s worship services and 
activities are published each week in the Newtown Bee.
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