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The Cross in the Manger  
 
If there is no cross in the manger,  
    there is no Christmas.  
If the Babe doesn't become the Adult, 
    there is no Bethlehem star.  
If there is no commitment in us,  
    there are no Wise Men searching.  
If we offer no cup of cold water,  
    there is no gold, no frankincense, no myrrh.  
If there is no praising God's name,  
   there are no angels singing.  
If there is no spirit of alleluia,  
    there are no shepherds watching.  
If there is no standing up, no speaking out, no risk,  
    there is no Herod, no flight into Egypt. 
If there is no room in our inn,  
    then "Merry Christmas" mocks the Christ Child,  
    and the Holy Family is just a holiday card,  
    and God will loathe our feasts and festivals.  
 
If there is no forgiveness in us,  
    there is no cause for celebration.  
If Christmas is not now,  
    if Christ is not born into the everyday present, 
   then what is all the noise about? 
 
   ~ Ann Weems 



“And the angel said unto them: Fear not! For behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be for all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David, 

a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” ~ Luke 2:10-11

November 27 ~ Behold Hope December 4 ~ Behold Peace
Isaiah 2:1-5 Isaiah 11:1-10

December 11 ~ Behold Joy December 18 ~ Behold Love
Luke 1:46b-55 Matthew 1:18-25

December 21 ~ Behold Faith December 24 ~ Behold the Child
The Longest Night, 7 PM Christmas Eve, 5 PM

December 25 ~ Behold God
Christmas Day, 10 AM



Calendar

Sun, Dec 4 Angel Tree Gifts Due Back TODAY
11:15 AM Youth Ensemble Rehearsal
6 – 8 PM CHASM Meets

Wed, Dec 7 6:30 PM Deacons’ Meeting
Thu, Dec 8 9:30 – 3 PM “Quiet Day” Retreat – Mercy by the Sea, Madison, CT
Sat, Dec 10 9:00 – 3 PM Valley Vendor Fair

9:00 AM Men’s Breakfast – “My Place”, Newtown
Sun, Dec 11 9:15 AM Youth Ensemble Warm-up/Rehearsal

10 AM Special Musical Offering by Youth Ensemble
Tue, Dec 13 7 PM Session Meeting
Thu, Dec 15 6– 7 PM Cookie Exchange
Sat, Dec 17 7:00 PM Brookfield Ecumenical Carols/Concert – St. Joseph’s Church,

Brookfield
Sun, Dec 18 10:00 AM Visiting String Quartet, Members of CT Choral Society join the

Choir for a special anthem honoring Beverly Green, Valley’s
first pianist

11:30 AM GAP – Baking cookies to take caroling tonight
5 – 7 PM Caroling, Cookies & Cocoa

Wed, Dec 21 7 PM “Longest Night” Service
Sat, Dec 24 5:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with “Instant Pageant” – 

All children are invited to participate, but please come early
(4:45 PM) to choose a costume

Sun, Dec 25 10 AM Worship with Lessons and Carols
(No Adult Bible Study or Choir today)

Sun, Jan 1 10 AM New Year’s Day Worship – Moravian Love Feast
(No Adult Bible Study or Choir today)

Wed, Jan 4 6:30 PM Deacons Meeting
Fri, Jan 6 6:30 PM thru

Sat at 9 AM GAP Camp-In at Church
Tue, Jan 17 7 PM Session Meeting
Sat, Jan 21 Tba Cocoa & Conversation



Advent and Christmas at Valley

Sunday, November 27 ~ 1st Sunday of Advent
All Ages Worship, 10 AM

Sunday, December 4 ~ 2nd Sunday of Advent
All Ages Worship with Communion, 10 AM

Thursday, December 8, Advent Quiet Day Retreat
9:30 AM – 3 PM, Mercy by the Sea, Madison CT

$35, registration deadline Nov 30th

Saturday, December 10, Vendor Fair, 9 AM – 3 PM
All proceeds benefit the VPC 2017 Women’s Retreat

Sunday, December 11 ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent
Worship, 10 AM, with special music by Youth Ensemble

Thursday, December 15, Cookie Swap, 6 PM
Bring 2-3 dozen of your favorites and go home with a wide variety!

Sunday, December 18 ~ 4th Sunday of Advent
Worship, 10 AM, with special music by Adult Choir and String Quartet

Sunday, December 18, Caroling, Cookies & Cocoa, 5-7 PM
We’ll go house to house spreading good cheer to neighbors and friends, 

then meet back at church for some soup, cookies and cocoa

Wednesday, December 21, The Longest Night worship, 7 PM
Contemplative candlelit service of healing and hope, scripture and prayer

Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve, 5 PM
Instant Christmas Pageant, Carols, Communion, Candlelight

Children should arrive by 4:45 PM to choose a costume for the pageant.

Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day Worship, 10 AM
A Service of Lessons and Carols

Sunday, January 1, 2017, New Year’s Day Worship, 10 AM
Moravian Love Feast



Open My Heart: Advent Quiet Day Retreat      

Thursday, December 8,  
9:30 AM – 3:00 PM

In the stories of the Nativity, time and again we hear how 
ordinary people were called upon to do extraordinary things, 
all because they were willing to open their hearts to God’s 
voice.  Mary and Joseph, obviously, but Elizabeth and 
Zechariah, Simeon, Anna, the myriad shepherds and wisdom 
seekers.  What ways might we too open our hearts to hear God’s voice?   Amid the hustle and bustle of 
the holiday season, press pause for a few hours and join Rev. Adele for a day of quiet reflection, 
Thursday, December 8, 9:30 AM to 3 PM, at Mercy By the Sea, on the shores of Long Island Sound in 
Madison, CT.

We’ll begin our day with prayer and then a brief discussion before spending most of our morning in 
quiet reflection on our own (you might read, write, pray, meditate, walk the labyrinth, enjoy the 
grounds, etc.).  We will reconvene to reflect on the morning and then enjoy a delicious lunch in the 

Mercy Center dining room.  In the afternoon we will again have a brief 
time of discussion, quiet time to ourselves, and an opportunity for group 
reflection, before closing our day with a simple worship service.

To reserve your spot, please call the Church Office at 203-775-2624.  
Space is limited to fourteen participants.  Registration deadline is 
November 30 or whenever all spots are 
filled.  The cost of the retreat is $35, payable 
to Valley Presbyterian Church marked 
“Advent retreat” in the memo. Financial 
assistance is available; please speak with 
Rev Adele regarding that or other questions.  

When responding please let us know if you would be willing to drive a 
small group of people, if you would need a ride, and if you have any dietary 
restrictions.

Just 1 hr 15 min from church, Mercy by the Sea provides a little slice of 
heaven.  You can see more here: www.mercybythesea.org.



Advent Art
This year for Advent, Valley has decided to make use of our artistic, creative, and imaginative talents! 
We will be using Advent Coloring Posters which will give us the chance to create a large art installation 

during this year's Advent season. With the event of Christ's birth at the center of the poster set, these 
five posters focus on different aspects of Jesus' life and ministry. We have the perfect empty wall to 
adorn our masterpiece...right in the narthex. 

These large coloring posters are perfect for all Valley ages, and we will be using them to create 
opportunities for intergenerational interaction! We believe that these posters will not only create a 
beautiful (and large!) piece of artwork for our congregation, but they will also spark important 
conversations throughout Advent.

Each poster corresponds to a different set of characters from the birth story and includes a different 
name from Isaiah 9:6 (with all of the names being wrapped around the candle in the fifth poster).

Wonderful Counselor
Strength of God
Eternal Protector
Champion of Peace

So please participate this Sunday as we color, heal, relax, create and allow the Advent season to 
surround us literally and figuratively. Our first poster will be set up in the narthex and may be used at 
any time. Before church, during church, coffee hour, after church, ANY TIME! Feel free to bring your 
favorite coloring tools, but there will be options available.



The Longest Night

Wednesday, December 21, 7 PM

The Christmas season can be a challenging and painful time for some. It may be the first 
Christmas without a loved one; it may be a time that has always been difficult.

The constant refrain on the radio and television, in shopping malls and churches, about the 
happiness of the season, about getting together with family and friends, reminds many people of 
what they have lost or have never 
had. The anguish of broken 
relationships, the insecurity of 
unemployment, the weariness of ill 
health, the pain of isolation - all these 
can make us feel very alone in the 
midst of the celebrating and spending. 
We need the space and time to 
acknowledge our sadness and 
concern; we need time to sit in the 
darkness and know that we are not 
alone.

For these reasons, this year Valley Presbyterian Church is offering a special “Longest Night” 
service on Wednesday, December 21 at 7 PM.

Come and join us for a contemplative candlelit service of healing and hope, sharing and hearing 
prayers, scripture, and song that acknowledge that God’s presence is for those who mourn, for 
those who struggle  - and that God’s Word comes to shine light into our darkness. Everyone, 
regardless of church background (or lack of it) is welcome.

The service will be followed by a time for light refreshments and fellowship.



Notes from the Choir Room 

December is always the month when our choir, handbell 
ensemble and talented youth share with us their 
special seasonal music. We are excited to feature our 
high school senior, Kayla Downs, and the Youth 
Ensemble on December 11th with the song "Manger 
Throne." On December 18th we will welcome a guest 
string quartet who will offer special music throughout the 
service and accompany the Adult Choir along with members of Connecticut 
Choral Society for the beautiful “See, Amid the Winter’s Snow.”  This special offering is 
made possible by gifts given in memory of Beverly Green, Valley’s first pianist. 
The Handbells will play a number of carols in the narthex on Christmas Eve, the service 
commencing at 5 pm. We hope that you will enjoy the music as much as we delight in 
performing it.

DECEMBER 4
   "Prepare Ye!" -  Karin Thomas Shovic [CHOIR]

DECEMBER 11
   "Manger Throne" - Julie Miller [YOUTH MUSIC ENSEMBLE]

DECEMBER 18
   "See Amid the Winter’s Snow" - John Goss, arr. Dan Forrest

[CHOIR, CCS, STRING QUARTET ]

DECEMBER 24
   "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee" Ludwig Van Beethoven, arr. Patricia A. Sanders

[HANDBELL ENSEMBLE]

   "Still, Still, Still" - Arr. Norman Luboff [CHOIR]

JANUARY 8
   "Do You Hear What I Hear?" - Noel Regney [CHOIR]

Blessings and warm wishes!
Max Vladimiroff, Director of Music



Session notes 

Sunday, November 20th was a busy day at Valley.   We held our Annual Congregational Meeting 
immediately following worship, and I’m pleased to announce the following individuals were elected by 
the congregation:

Session: Class of 2019  - Cheryl Freeston, Colin Harrison, Lori Peck
Deacons: Class of 2019 – Audrey Garcia, Lynn Harrison, Rose Simmons
Nominating Committee – At Large Representatives:  Terri Flanagan, Martine Warner

At the Session meeting following Coffee Hour, Session looked at some of the goals we set for this year, 
and what we have accomplished so far toward meeting these goals.  We also did some dreaming about 
goals for the coming year along with the potential budgetary impact of these dreams.  Items discussed 
included increasing outreach ministries that “grab people’s hearts” (Faith in Action) and further 
enhancement of programs that are already in place (ex. music program, youth program). We continued 
our discussion of the six words that encapsulate who we are and hope to become as a church. 

We received an update from those who attended the November Presbytery meeting in Hartford (Judy 
Cunningham, Lynn Ecsedy and Sandy Zuvanich).  Rev. Adele shared plans for worship during Advent.  It 
was agreed that Communion will be served on Christmas Eve this year.  Our next meeting on December 
13 will include a joint meeting with the deacons.    

Cheryl Freeston, Clerk of Session

Adult Bible Study 
Are you an early riser … but choir isn’t your thing?   Why not consider joining 
our lively Adult Bible Study Group which meets Sundays from 9 to 9:45 AM 
in the lounge on the lower level.  New faces are always welcome, and did we 
mention, there’s coffee?

Here’s a sneak peek at upcoming class topics.

November 27 -- no meeting, Thanksgiving weekend
December 4 -- Luke 1:8-20 -- Gabriel's announcement to Zacharias about the birth of John the Baptist
December 11 -- Luke 2:8-20 -- the Birth of Jesus
December 18 -- Psalm 33:1-9 -- Worshipping the Creator
December 25 -- no meeting, Christmas
January 1 -- no meeting, New Year's
January 8 -- Psalm 96:1-6, 9-13 -- Overflowing with Praise
January 15 --Psalm 65:1-2, 9-13 -- Praising God the Provider
January 22 -- Psalm 104:1-4, 24-30 -- Praising God the Creator
January 29 -- Psalm 148 -- All Creation Praises God



MISSION

There has been a change to the BOXTOP/LABEL COLLECTION FOR MENAUL 
SCHOOL.   They are no longer accepting labels, JUST BOXTOPS. Valley has responded 
well to this collection that is of great help to the school.  Last year, Menaul was able to 
purchase some $5,000 in computer items from this collection. Know that small things do 
make a great difference!

ANGEL TREE: GIFT REQUEST “ENVELOPES” WILL BE ON THE TREE STARTING 
NOV. 20TH WITH GIFTS DUE BACK BY DEC. 4TH.  In addition to the Christmas Gifts, 
the Danbury and Brookfield families have received Thanksgiving dinner including pies  
purchased from CHASM.  In addition, one of the Safe Haven families with a small infant 
has already been helped with baby items since Church World Service is no longer asking 
for Baby Kits.  Mission had some items on hand for the kits and they were delivered to 
Safe Haven by Margaret Das.

VETERANS HONOR ROLL.  Thank you to all who participated this year.  Some amazing 
stories were submitted.

ANN’S PLACE FESTIVAL OF TREES:  Thanks to Tammy 
Thomas and Georgiann Sutor who headed up this outreach and 
everyone who helped create the beautiful “Tree of Hope.”   The 
tree was on display and offered for raffle along with over 100 
trees at the Matrix Center during Ann’s Place annual Festival of 
the Trees which was held November 18 – 20.  This is our 
second tree for Ann’s Place.

After Christmas, Mission takes a little break. and then we will 
have “Souper Bowl Sunday” with a mission coffee hour and a 
request that cans of soup be brought in for the local food banks. 
After the holidays, many food banks find their supplies depleted.  
FYI: The Souper Bowl concept was started several years ago by 
a Presbyterian Youth Group, and it has grown to include 
churches worldwide!

As the year ends, I continue to be grateful to all the members of this committee who often 
go above and beyond!

Christmas and New Year Blessings!

Judy Cunningham, Chair



Finance & Stewardship

October was a very good month from the financial point of view. 
Pledge income was well above average, combined with two special 
gifts, resulting in a sizable 'profit' for the month.

However, income for November to date is currently well below 
expectations; so it is too early to celebrate last month's results.

As we enter the Advent season which leads up to the birth of 
Jesus, why not be like the Three Kings and bring a special gift to 
Valley to support our programs, worship and mission.

May your holidays be blessed ones. 

Jeff Henriques



"Valley's Traditions Dinner"
On Saturday, November 12 from 5:30-
7:30 we held our very first Traditions 
Dinner, and it was amazing! Traditions 
represent a critical piece of our culture. 
They help form the structure and 
foundation of our families and our society. 
They remind us that we are part of a 
history that defines our past, shapes who 
we are today and who we are likely to 
become. We got together to share those 
"traditions" that are important to who we 

are with our church family. We had 56 people enjoying this event and 14 individuals who shared 
their Tradition with our group. We learned some very interesting things about one another. We 
laughed, cried, were shocked at families’ commitments, learned a thing or two, and enjoyed our 
evening together as a church family.  Tradition gives us an opportunity to live in the moment and 
enjoy something that we have created as a family. It gives us the chance to slow down, 
appreciate and express gratitude towards the things in our lives that are not run by technology 
and busy demands. Thank you for coming! 

Thank you to our Deacons who made a delicious dinner for so many people. You guys did an amaz-
ing job!  

 

                      



 

Valley Vendor Fair 
On Saturday, December 10 from 9-3 Valley will host its second Vendor 
Fair, and so far we have an awesome turn out of vendors! Here are a few 
examples.... 

• Limelight by Alcone    
• Homemade Paper crafts 
• Titus Girls Crafters 
• Partylite 
• Specialty Soaps 
• LulaRoe 
• Beach Body 
• Thirty One 
• Arbonne 
• Jewelry 
• Essential Oils 
• Photography 
• and MORE!!!!!! 

 
Come shop, win a raffle, or just to see how amazingly festive the church 
looks! Tell a friend. 

 

Cookie Exchange 
You are invited to participate in a relaxed cookie 
swap on Thursday, December 15 from 6:00-
7:00. Please sign up in the narthex and tell us the 
type of cookie you plan to share. You only need to 
make 2 dozen total as there will be plenty to 
choose from! Bring a plate or container to 

transport your yummy cookies home! 



Upcoming Event in January:  

Cocoa and Conversations ~  
Saturday, January 21  
 
Join us for this unique, creative, fun, way to learn more 
about each other! We will have a hot chocolate bar to 
warm up our hearts, minds, and souls. Then, we will 
transition into an organized activity focused on talking 
with one another about lighthearted, faith based, 
friendly type topics.  This is a wonderful multicultural 
opportunity for our church. Please come add your two “sense” in 2017!  
 
Megan Christian, Director Family Ministries 
 
 

  
  
DDeeaaccoonnss  NNeewwss  

 
The boxes are stuffed and taped, ready to be sent 
off to our Valley college students. Each will be 
receiving a care package from the deacons filled 
with nutritious (and otherwise) snacks, toys, and 
notes to help them survive finals week. We look 
forward to seeing some of these college students 
in church over their winter breaks. 

 
Thanks to your generosity the deacons will be able to provide assistance to  
families in our local area as needs arise. Thank you for supporting these 
efforts through contributions made in the special envelopes provided on 
Communion Sundays. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sunday School Newsletter 
Dec 2016/Jan 2017 

See the light….Be the Light!!! 
 

In our winter curriculum, See the 
light...be the light, we will see and 
understand Jesus Christ as the Light of 
the World. Students will explore what it 
means to be that light themselves, to let 
their light shine brightly for others. 

We have been very busy gluing, crafting, 
glittering, and making beautiful Chrismon 
ornaments for our CE tree.  It’s very 
exciting!  CHRISMONS ornaments... 
What is a Chrismon ornament you may 
ask? 

The word “Chrismon” is a combination of 
the words “Christ” and “monogram”. The 
word Chrismon has been adopted to refer 
to special Christmas tree ornaments that 
have been developed to display symbols 
of Christ. The designs of the Chrismons 
has over the years been extended to 
represent symbols of Christianity. All the 
ornaments are done in white and gold.  

On Christmas Eve we will have our 
no fuss, no stress, but adorable 
“Instant Pageant”. Please know 
your child is invited to join and 
only need to show up early to 
choose a costume! 

Valley’s Christian Education 



Bits and Pieces

The Church Office will be closed December 27, 28 and 29, and 
will reopen on Tuesday, January 3rd.

Best wishes to all for a Blessed Christmas and a healthy, 
fulfilling New Year!

Friday, January 20th 
       Email articles to:  valleypresct@gmail.com
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21 West Whisconier Road
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VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

21 West Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804
Telephone: (203) 775-2624

Pastor: The Rev. Adele Crawford
Director of Music: Max Vladimiroff
Director of Family Ministries: Megan Christian
Church Office Admin: Terri Flanagan
Pastor Emerita:  The Rev. Ann Beams

WORSHIP SERVICE
SUNDAY, 10:00 A.M.

ADULT STUDY, 9:00 A.M.
 and

CHURCH SCHOOL 10:20 AM

2016

2017

and


