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The shepherds have left; 
     they’ve returned to the hillside 
         and to sheep. 
The Magi, too, have gone, 
     having been warned in a dream, 
as was Joseph, 
     who packed up his family and fled. 
If I stay in Bethlehem,  
     I stay alone. 
God has gone on  
     toward Jerusalem. 
  ~ Ann Weems, Kneeling in Jerusalem 
 
 



 

 

 

Weds, Mar 1 7 pm Ash Wednesday Service 
 

Thur, Mar 2 12-2 pm 
7:30 pm 

- Valley Knit Together 
- Handbell Rehearsal (Thurs nights) 
 

Fri, Mar 3 5-8 pm Movie Night – Potluck Supper – Annie 
 

Sun, Mar 5 10 am 
11:30 am 
6-8 pm 

- 1st Sunday Lent – Communion 
- Mission Committee Meeting 
- CHASM Photo Scavenger Hunt 

Tue, Mar 7 2-3 pm Lenten Book Study (Tues afternoons) – Change of Heart 
Mar 7, 21, 28 & Apr 4 
 

Wed, Mar 8 3 pm 
7-8 pm 

- Midweek Adult Bible Study (Weds afternoons) 
- Lenten Book Study (Weds evenings) – Change of Heart – 
Mar 8, 22, 29 & Apr 5 
 

Sun, Mar 12 10 am 
1 pm 

- 2nd Sunday Lent 
- Rev. Adele Study Leave until Thurs, Mar 16 
 

Sun, Mar 19 10 am 
11:30 am 
 
11:30am  – 
4 pm 

- 3rd Sunday Lent 
- GAP Meets 
- Mom’s Meet 
- CHASM Chapel on the Green, New Haven 
 

Fri, Mar 24 pm 
through 
Sun Mar 26 – 2pm 

 Women’s Retreat – Hallelujah Farm, Chesterfield, NH 

Sun, Mar 26 10 am 
11:30 am 

- 4th Sunday Lent – Rev. Susan Olson preaching 
- Dorothy Day Sandwich Preparation – Kitchen 
 

 

 
Lent Starts Wednesday, March 1! 
Ash Wednesday is our entry point into the Lenten season.  Together we will 
journey day by day toward the One who makes all things new – even us.   We’ll 
gather in the sanctuary at 7 PM on Wednesday, March 1st for a meditative 
service of song and silence, prayer and presence, and the imposition of ashes 
for those who desire it.  If you’ve never been to an Ash Wednesday service, or 
haven’t been in a long while, this would be a good one to try.  All are welcome. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 1 
Ash Wednesday, 7 PM 
Music, meditation, prayer and ashes.   
All ages welcome. 
 
March 5 
Day by Day 
Matthew 4:1-11 
 
March 12 
Three Things I Pray 
John 3:1-17 
 
March 19 
To Love Thee More Nearly 
John 4:5-42 
 
March 26 
Rev. Susan Olson preaching 

 
April 2 
To Follow Thee More Dearly 
John 11:1-45 

 

Holy Week 
April 9 

Palm Sunday 
Hosannas and palm waving starts our 

worship, but traveling the road to freedom in 
Christ has its ups and downs. Stories of the 

Passion shared in drama. 
 

April 13 
Maundy Thursday, 7 PM 

We recall Jesus last hours with his friends and 
celebrate the Last Supper 

 
April 14 

Good Friday Crosswalk, 10 AM 
Ecumenical walk using Stations of the Cross 

Congregational Church Brookfield 
 

April 16 
Easter Sunday 

Sunrise, Happy Landings, 5:45 AM 
Ecumenical service at first light 
Festival Worship, 10 AM 

Choir, bells, Communion 



Session Notes  
During the worship service on January 22, Audrey Garcia was ordained and installed as a Deacon and 
Lynn Harrison and Rose Simmons were installed as Deacons.  Colin Harrison, Lori Peck and Cheryl 
Freeston were installed as ruling Elders. At the Congregational Meeting held after worship on the same 
date, the Annual Report for 2016 was received as published.  Outgoing treasurer, Jeff Henriques, and 
incoming treasurer, Jon Birdsall, provided updates on the 2016 budget and plans for 2017.  A provisional 
budget which carries over the same income and expense assumptions as 2016 was adopted while the 
stewardship campaign takes place.  Valley’s officers for 2017 were introduced:  Jon Birdsall, Treasurer, 
Terri Flanagan, Asst. Treasurer, Allison Gianazza, Financial Secretary, Cheryl Freeston, Clerk of Session 
and John Sutor, Moderator, Board of Deacons.  Those who had completed terms of service (Georgiann 
Sutor and Walter Manuel as Elders and Terri Flanagan, Jill Heidel and Granville Reed as Deacons) were 
recognized and thanked for their service.  Jeff Henriques was thanked for his service as Valley’s 
Treasurer for the past 8 years. 

Cheryl Freeston

Let Your Light Shine

The "Let Your Light Shine" stewardship campaign is in the final few 
weeks.  We are so impressed with the wonderful sharing of those 
who have pledged.  It is very clear that Valley holds a truly special 
place in so many of our hearts.  We have a bit more to go to reach 
our goals, so please turn in your pledge cards if you have not 
already!  

A special celebration will be held when we have a fully funded budget!!

Jon Birdsall



from the Director of Music 

 

 

We will offer the following selections in March: 

• March 5 - This Is My Beloved Son – Pepper Choplin 
• March 12 - Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy – Keith Christopher 
• March 19 – Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross – Mary McDonald 
• March 26 – I Heard the Voice of Jesus – Russell Schulz-Widmar 

 

Valley has recently acquired a high-quality electric piano for 
the room downstairs.  We are very pleased that our youth 
programs can be enhanced by introducing opportunities for 
developing music skills. We also hope that the new piano can 
be used by our established groups, such as Adult Choir and 
Youth Music Ensemble, as well as guest music groups. 

 

Max Vladimiroff 

 

 

VPC Knit Together 
Valley Knit Together is back!!   For our first session, we’ll meet at Valley Thursday, March 2nd  
from 12 to 2 pm.  All are welcome to come – with or without yarn and needles.  We’ll plan our 
projects and decide on future meeting dates/times.   Suggested items are prayer shawls, caps 
for those battling cancer and wrist warmers for the women’s shelter … and more!  Come with 
your ideas and suggestions.  For more information, please contact Lynn Harrison.   If you’re 
interested in joining the group “off-site” – let Lynn know and she’ll be sure to provide you with 
the patterns and keep you up to date on projects. 



MISSION
Our co-sponsorship with the Congregational Church of Brookfield of a refugee family will be 
coming to an end in the next couple of months.  The family has moved out of the cottage and 
into a new apartment in Brookfield.  This enables the children to 
stay in their schools. The next big process is to have Ezat take 
(and pass) his driver’s test, purchase a car and have the  
resources to pay for all that entails, i.e. insurance, testing, etc.  He 
also, as I write this, needs another job in addition to the one at 
BJ’s.  Valley’s contribution at this time will be using the 2016 tag 
sale proceeds and submitting a grant application to our Presbytery’s Mission and Stewardship 
Committee for matching funds. This has been a wonderful experience and the committee 
thanks all who participated in providing the items needed for the cottage, tutoring, transportation 
(which is still ongoing), babysitting, the various and sundry things that made the family’s 
transition here a good experience.

We are continuing a conversation with Nancy Collins to have her come to Valley the next time 
during this year she returns to the United States.  In the meantime, there’s need for more 
funding for the “bricks” needed to complete the current building under construction at Chasefu 
Theological Seminary in Zambia.

The One Great House of Sharing (OGHS) offering will be received on Palm Sunday (April 9th) 
and on Easter (April 16th).  OGHS started in 1949.  It is a long-standing ecumenical effort aimed 
at raising the funds necessary to provide relief and reconstruction for communities in the 
aftermath of disaster.  It started as an hour-long radio appeal and has evolved over the years. 
Participation has varied from eight to 29 participating denominations.  It is the most participated-
in offering in the PC(USA).  Today there are projects supported by OGHS in more than 100 
countries. When Valley was a young congregation, OGHS was the one denominational offering 
where it was felt we could do the most for our “neighbors”. Over the next few weeks, there will 
be more information displayed explaining each part of the offering and where in the world PDA 
(Presbyterian Disaster Assistance), PHP (Presbyterian Hunger Program) and SDOP (Self-
Development of People) are working.  Fish boxes will also be available for children to fill and 
participate.

Mission is meeting March 5th and developing a calendar for the rest of the year.  We expect to 
continue the tree for Ann’s Place, the Veteran’s Honor Roll, and Angel Tree in addition to 
providing contributions to many local and area organizations.  We are also looking into a 
mission outreach coordinated with First Fairfield church to build a maternity wing at a hospital in 
Ghana. It will be a Presbytery wide opportunity, much like Chasefu. 

Judy Cunningham, chair

The committee: Beth Bannister, Dan Cunningham, Margaret Das (scribe), Charles Lindberg, 
Helen Parks, Georgiann Sutor, Ann Thomas, Tammy Thomas. 



Save The Date!

Spring Cleanup ~ April 8th  
(Rain date the 15th)

Spring will come and give us the opportunity to get outside, 
enjoy some fellowship, light work and clean up God's house. 
There are many tasks to be done - both inside and out - and many hands will be appreciated.

Prayer Chain – not just for Sunday mornings!
The prayer chain at Valley continues to be a way to have your praises and concerns heard and lifted up to 

the Lord. But God is listening 24-7, not just on Sunday mornings. If you have a praise or concern you’d 
like included in the prayer chain, but miss a Sunday service or would prefer to have it noted privately, 
please feel free to reach out to Lea Attanasio. Your prayer requests will be included in our weekly prayer 
list.

Sandy Hook 5K – April 1st  
Come be part of the Valley Presbyterian Church team at the 5th Annual Sandy Hook 5K Run/Walk on 
Saturday, April 1 at Fairfield Hills in Newtown. The Kids Race ($10 registration) starts at 9 AM; the run/
walk ($30 registration) begins at 9:45 AM. Proceeds from the Sandy Hook 5K will be donated to the 
Collaborative Recovery Fund administered by the Newtown-Sandy Hook Community Foundation which 
pays the out of pocket mental health expenses for those eligible who have been most impacted by the 
12-14-12 tragedy. A percentage of the proceeds will go directly to the chosen nonprofit organizations of 
those that lost loved ones.
 If you want to be part of the team, and especially if you're willing to be team captain, please be in touch 

with Sandy Zuvanich.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rlv_OuYHjKm3qatoJTLa9pGtr27sepp6uIWFv4215fT1K4x6m2UCX5VKvfKXtfSQaPqATJTD5f_GU-BNwfCju-G5zmxEGWX55qcLVvz7PgfPTGvi3tPRUo6I-2Tx_SLa_sxmYqlNpEKXwGry3Mfi995KZwJSss91LbQEnRUTc3aux_ln1OebOgb4BqHdnGLWNv225yprgaN1rpEpJ-GEMA==&c=&ch=
mailto:paulandsandyzzzzz@sbcglobal.net


Women’s Retreat – Fri thru Sun, March 24-26 
 “Deeply Rooted”

Once again, we will be spending some precious time together at Hallelujah 
Farm. This spiritual retreat and hospitality house is nestled in the hills and 
meadows of the southwestern corner of New Hampshire, in the small town of 
Chesterfield. It is a quiet place to find peace in contemplation, strengthen 
friendships, feed your soul with the beauty of natural surroundings and enjoy 
the slower pace of country life.  This weekend will give women the time, space 
and Spirit-led guidance to nourish their roots. 

The program content is inspired by some of the amazing women of the Bible 
and is deeply rooted in Scripture while drawing from everyday life experiences 
shared by all women.  

If you haven’t already registered, please do so ASAP.  A deposit of $50, made payable to “Valley Presbyterian 
Church” with “Women’s Retreat” in the memo will secure your spot at the Retreat.    Total cost: $175, includes 
two nights’ accommodations and five meals.  Space is limited to 14 participants – so register early.  Financial 
assistance is available; please speak with Rev. Adele

Check out the website for more information on accommodations and beautiful pictures of their grounds. http://
www.hallelujahfarm.com/    Join us!    Rev. Adele Crawford & Megan Christian

Lenten Devotionals 

This year we have a Lenten devotional and, if you desire, an accompanying Coloring Calendar from A 
Sanctified Art to help us build a daily rhythm of reading, reflecting and meditative activity throughout the season 
of Lent.  Using the Devotional, we are invited to read the daily scripture text (from the Revised Common 
Lectionary) in the translation of our choice, and then meditate on the artist’s drawing and reflection.  On 
Sundays (traditionally considered “Fast days” in Lent) there are poem prayers and prompts for Sabbath and 
weekly reflection.

By Easter morning, we’ll have a color-full work of art documenting our journeys through Lent.  The completed, 
overall poster forms a resurrection image of the empty tomb from the smaller Lenten shapes and images.  

Devotionals and Calendars are available in the Narthex. 

http://www.hallelujahfarm.com/
http://www.hallelujahfarm.com/


Valley Youth 
GAP 
Sunday March 19 ~  11:30-12:30 PM 

All 4th – 6th graders are invited to join us to make 
bread for Communion.  Our Elders will use it for 
our special Maundy Thursday worship service 
(on April 13), when we remember Jesus’ Last 
Supper with the disciples.  It will be a very 
special part of Holy Week here at Valley, and 
baking it will be tons of fun! 

 

 

CHASM 

Sunday, March 5 ~ 6-8 PM 

Photo Scavenger Hunt 

Sunday, March 19 ~ 11:30 AM to 
4 PM 

Chapel on the Green 

After church we will put together 
200 sandwiches, eat something 

ourselves, and then head to New Haven where we will participate in a 30-minute 
outdoor worship service geared toward those who are unhoused.  Then, when 
worship concludes, we will distribute food.  Valley has done this a number of 
times over the last five years, and everyone who has served has found it a 
powerful and meaningful experience.   



Director of Family Ministries 
 

 
 

 

On Friday February 10 from 5:00-7:00 we had 14 kiddos come to 
our Valentines' Parents' Night Out. It's such a great way for our 
parents to go out and enjoy a few hours knowing that their precious little 
ones are entertained. And boy did we entertain! We had 4 adults and 5 youth 
helpers there to monitor, cuddle, play, run, hide, serve, and love our crowd. 
We made a craft, played games, played with play dough, ran around, ate 
dinner, enjoyed holiday cupcakes, read a story, and watched an educational 
movie to end the night. Children that were a bit hesitant (their first time 
with us) didn't want to leave at the end of the evening! Looking forward to 
another Parents' Night Out soon. Coming this Spring!!!  
 
 

  



  There are several amazing opportunities 
for church events in the coming months. Be sure to put them on your 
calendar now so you can get involved.  
 
Friday, March 3 5:00-7:00 Dinner and a Movie. Please join us for the sing 
along version of the original 1982 movie ANNIE!!! 

 
We will eat a potluck dinner, socialize, catch 
up, have some dessert, and then watch the 
movie together. If you remember the movie, 
you no doubt recall that Annie's best friend is 
a mutt named Sandy. This dog gives Annie 
some much needed affection and love! We 
thought we'd play up that angle and provide 
you with an educational intermission. During 
our time together we will learn all about 
"therapy dogs" and what and how they do what they do. We will be visited by 
a very special therapy dog Jody and her handler Jackie White. Please plan on 
making this fun evening a part of your family’s March.   
 
Sunday, April 2 (11:30-12:00) Easter Egg Filling Extravaganza Please 
join us in filling hundreds of Easter Eggs for this community centered fun 
event.  

 
  
Thursday, April 6 (DARK) Glow in the Dark 
Easter Egg Hunt.  
 



 
Saturday, April 22  Adventure Awaits (9:30-12:30) This event is 
scheduled on Earth Day because we as Valley Presbyterian Church will be 
going out into our community to make our Earth a better place. You won't 
know exactly what it is you will be doing that special morning, hence the 
adventure. I promise you it will make you and many other folks SMILE!!! Join 
us for this loving morning of mission!  
 

 
 

Saturday, May 13 Valley Ladies Day Tea (10:00-12:00) Join us for a 
morning of celebrating the women of our amazing church. Please let me know 
if you are man of the church and would be willing to help serve.  



Bits and Pieces

Monday, March 20th 
       Email articles to:  valleypresct@gmail.com

 

 
Don’t be late!  Daylight 

Savings Time starts Sunday, 
March 12th – Turn your 

clocks ahead one hour.

mailto:valleypresct@gmail.com


Valley Presbyterian Church
21 West Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804

VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

21 West Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804
Telephone: (203) 775-2624

Pastor: The Rev. Adele Crawford
Director of Music: Max Vladimiroff
Director of Family Ministries: Megan Christian
Church Office Admin: Terri Flanagan
Pastor Emerita:  The Rev. Ann Beams

WORSHIP SERVICE
SUNDAY, 10:00 A.M.

ADULT STUDY, 9:00 A.M.
 and

CHURCH SCHOOL 10:20 AM


