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July - August Worship Notes

Sign Up Sheets

A big “Thank You” to all our volunteers who routinely sign up to help.   
Won’t you please consider placing your name on one of the July and August 
“Sign-Up” sheets in the Narthex.   There are open slots just waiting to be filled!    
Perhaps you’d consider being a lay reader, or signing up to host a coffee hour.  
Team up with a friend and make coffee hour a joint venture!   As always, your 
help is greatly appreciated!

July Worship Notes 
 

 
August Worship Notes 

 

 
July 3  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost –   

 Communion by Intinction 
 Reflections by Mission Work Camp Team 
 Rev. Lindsey Peterson, Preaching 

  

 2 Kings 5:1-14  Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16 
 Psalm 30  Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 
July 10 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  
 Rev. Mary Thies, Preaching 
  

 Amos 7:7-17  Colossians 1:1-14 
 Psalm 82  Luke 10:25-37 
 
July 17 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost –  
 Rev. Chris Tate, Preaching 
 Beate Neblett, Guest Musician    

 Amos 8:1-12  Colossians 1:15-28 
 Psalm 52  Luke 10:38-42 
 
July 24 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost –  
 Rev.  Diane Kennedy, Preaching 
 Beate Neblett, Guest Musician  
  

 Hosea 1:2-10  Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19) 
 Psalm 85  Luke 11:1-13 
  
July 31      Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost –  
     “Doing Sunday” 
     Guest Preacher  
     Beate Neblett, Guest Musician  
 

 Hosea 11:1-11  Colossians 3:1-11 
 Psalm 107:1-9, 43 Luke 12:13-21 
 

 
August 7 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  
  Communion by Intinction 
  The Rev. Adele Crawford, Preaching 
   Psalm 18:  Solid Rock 
   Guest Musician 
 

 Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 Luke 12:32-40 
 
August 14 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost – 
  The Rev. Adele Crawford, Preaching 
  Psalm 61:  Lead Me to the Rock 
  Liz & Duane Grabber, Guest Musicians 
   

 Isaiah 5:1-7  Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
 Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 Luke 12:49-56 
  
August 21 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost – 
  HYMN SING 
  Rev. Adele Crawford, Preaching 
  Psalm 27: Shelter of the Rock 
     

 Jeremiah 1:4-10  Hebrews 12:18-29 
 Psalm 71:1-6  Luke 13:10-17 
 
August 27 SATURDAY SABBATH – 5 PM 
  Outdoors – Weather Permitting 
  Rev. Adele Crawford, Preaching 
  Psalm 19:  My Rock and My Redeemer 
   

 Jeremiah 2:4-13  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
 Psalm 81:1,10-16  Luke 14:1, 7-14
 

NO WORSHIP IN CHURCH 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28 

 



Worship Series 
Worshipping with the Psalms as our focal 
point, this series focuses on the promises 
of God, whose love and grace are 
enduring features in our lives. In these 
days of instant gratification and fleeting 
interest, the Psalms remind us of the 
steadfast nature of God, calling each of 
us who are made in the image of God to 
be steadfast in our promises. We'll 
prepare ourselves for a new start in the 
Fall with some promises as a church, to 
work toward fulfilling our missional goals 
and being a safe haven where all can 
know the sure foundation of God! 

 

 

 

MARK THOSE 
SUMMER 

CALENDARS!!! 

Valley's Annual Multigenerational 
Vacation Bible School!!! 

TTuueess,,  AAuugg  1166--TThhuurr,,AAuugg  1188  
66::3300  ––  88::0000  ppmm  

A Registration Form can be found on a separate page … or pick one up 
from Greeter’s Table in the Narthex.  



Guest Preachers in July

Rev. Lindsey Peterson ~ July 3

Rev. Lindsey Peterson grew up in the United Church of Christ, at Tabernacle Church UCC in Salem, MA 
and felt drawn to ministry as a teenager. She worked with an immigration law firm in Boston, and with 
the Women’s Educational & Industrial Union also in Boston before starting divinity school. She holds a 
B.A. in Religious Studies and Gender & Women’s Studies from Connecticut College and an M.Div. from 
Harvard Divinity School. Most recently she has served as pastor of Buckingham United Church of Christ 
in Glastonbury CT.  Her new adventures in life and ministry include writing, officiating, podcasting and 
singing.  To learn more, visit thenoneandsomeproject.org.  Some of you may remember Lindsey, a close 
friend of Rev. Adele’s, from her participation in Adele’s installation here in 2012.  

Rev. Mary Thies ~ July 10

We are delighted to welcome back to our pulpit the Rev. Mary Marple Thies.  Rev. Thies is a 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) minister, honorably retired.  She began her ministry as a chaplain at Children’s 
Village, a residential treatment center for emotionally disturbed boys in Dobbs Ferry, NY, and went on to 
serve congregations in Mount Vernon, NY, and New Haven, CT, before coming to Stamford to serve as 
Co-Pastor of First Presbyterian Church (Fish Church).  In Stamford, she has served as board member and 
board president of New Neighborhoods, Inc., board member of the Interfaith Council, the United Way of 
Western Connecticut Community Council and the Development Center Board of Trustees.  For the larger 
church, she has served on numerous committees for the Presbytery of Southern New England, 
Alumni/nae Council for Princeton Theological Seminary and as trustee for Johnson C. Smith Theological 
Seminary, Atlanta, GA.  Her formal education was at Hastings (NE) College, State University of 
California (Northridge), Princeton Theological Seminary and Yale Divinity School.   

Rev. Chris Tate ~ July 17

Rev. Chris Tate is a teaching elder in the Presbyterian Church, USA, currently a "Member-at-Large" in 
the Presbytery of Southern New England.  He is a full-time Dad, and also serves on the Board of 
Directors for both Shelter for the Homeless in Stamford, CT and the Summer Theatre of New Canaan in 
New Canaan, CT. Chris has a degree in Drama from Stanford University, and a Master of Divinity from 
Yale University.  We are pleased to welcome Chris back to Valley!

Rev. Diane Kennedy ~ July 24

Rev. Diane Kennedy received a History B.A. from Swarthmore College with its Quaker tradition, and an 
M.Div. from Yale Divinity School.  At University of Glasgow, she studied with William Barclay.  Rev. 
Kennedy served as a parish pastor for 23 years in Michigan, Ohio and New York.  She has also served the 
denomination as a Commissioner to General Assembly in 1999, an Ordination Exam Reader, on two 
different Preparation for Ministry Committees, and as a member of the original Task Force and 
Committee on Commissioned Lay Pastors.  Welcome Diane to Valley!

http://thenoneandsomeproject.org/


Session Notes

     At our meeting on June 21, we spent time discussing the toll that events like Orlando and 
Sandy Hook have taken on many of us.  We are trying to make sense of events that can’t be made 
sense of.  We discussed the importance of having a place to go where each person can feel safe 
and wanting the church to be that place.  We talked about opportunities for interfaith 
connections and other things we might do to let those who haven’t come to church in a while 
know that Valley is truly a safe place for all. 

    We also discussed the need for a new source of outside income now that Phoenix Learning 
Community has left. Bob Attanasio has been reaching out to community contacts for ideas, and 
we appreciate his efforts.  We also reviewed Session priorities and goals that were set at our last 
meeting.  We were pleased to receive the report from the newly established Youth Ministries 
Team.  This enthusiastic group has many ideas for bringing increased cohesion, continuity and 
vitality to our youth programs.  Judy Cunningham provided an update on the work that she and 
others are doing to assist the refugee family, and she was thanked for the great progress that has 
already been made with getting the family settled.

Cheryl Freeston, Clerk of Session

Financial Report at May 31, 2016
 May

Actual 
Year to Date 

Actual 
Year to Date 

Budget
Income  
Pledges, Plate 18,925 88,660 69,583
Special Gifts 0 1,000 4,167
Mission 765 2,827 833
Other Income/Transfers 1,192 6,357 16,984
Total Income 20,882 98,844 91,567
 

Expenses 
   

Compensation-Pastoral & Staff 12,226 62,296 61,650
Building & Grounds 3,049 16,373 14,667
Christian Education 1,132 3,841 3,833
Church Office 382 1,956 2,042
Mission 3,805 6,509 3,958
Worship & Music 47 834 1,083
Other Expenses 1,304 7,399 4,334
Total Expenses 21,945 99,208 91,567

Net Cash – Inc./(Decrease) (1,063) (364) 



Summer Pledges 

During the summer it is great to vacation, but please be 
mindful of your pledge.  We still have bills that need to be 
paid.  

If you ever have a question about the status of your 
pledge, please don't hesitate to contact me. 
Agianazza@sbcglobal.net or 203-740-1822.  I will be 
mailing out a summary of your pledges in September.  

Enjoy your summer.
Allison Gianazza
Financial Secretary

Senior Brunch Bunch

The Senior Brunch Bunch had a wonderful time on June 19th 
at their new-found lunch location – Café 189 in Brookfield.  
They’re looking forward to the next get-together on August 
21st and are issuing an invitation to ALL Seniors (single or not) 
to join them.   So, if you’re a senior (and you know who you are 
-- and so does AARP), why not consider joining this fun group 
for a great meal and some lively fellowship.  

Mark your calendar:  Sunday, August 21st at 12 Noon; Café 
189, Federal Road (across from Costco) in Brookfield.  Please contact Jill Heidel for more 
information and to RSVP.



 Mission
IRIS FAMILY:  The young refuge family we are co-sponsoring with 
The Congregational Church of Brookfield is here and settled in the 
cottage on the property of the Congregational Church. The family 
of five (father (29), mother (20) and three children (4,2,1) is busy 
with many trips to New Haven to apply for the necessary 
documents, have physicals and do all kinds of paperwork to 
enable them to eventually drive and find jobs.  Valley has helped by providing 
transportation to New Haven, working at the cottage, providing the first few days of food 
(courtesy of the Dorothy Day pantry), funds to buy new mattresses and frames and 
donating various and sundry items for the kitchen and bath. Valley members have also 
attended several information meetings to learn all that is required, including cultural 
information.  As we get further along with the co-sponsorship, there will be other ways in 
which we’ll be able to help.  It has been a VERY good experience.

TAG SALE: SATURDAY, JULY 29TH-9:30 AM TO 2 PM:   If you have items already set 
aside, you may bring them to the OUTDOOR SERVICE ON SATURDAY, JUNE 25TH 
starting at 5 pm and leave them in the big room, #7, downstairs.  There will be tables set 
up with signs indicating where you should place your items, i.e. glassware, clothing, 
books, jewelry, etc.  This will make our pre-sale pricing easier. You will note that, NEW 
THIS YEAR, WE ARE ACCEPTING GENTLY USED CLOTHING. We hope to be able to 
price the items earlier this year rather than during the week before the sale.  Information 
regarding what items we can take (green list) and what we cannot (red list) is posted on 
the roll-around easel near the mailboxes.  There’s also a sheet listing ways you can help 
besides donating items along with the dates and times you can help before and at the 
sale.

HEIFER ANIMAL this year is a LLAMA. There will be a suggestion box to name our 
animal, and we will again take a non-perishable food collection to highlight WORLD 
FOOD DAY on Sunday, OCTOBER 16th.  As usual, you will vote for your favorite name 
by placing your food donation(s) in one of the boxes provided.  Please, no glass 
containers.  The collection will then be taken to one of the local food banks we support.

VETERANS “WALL OF HONOR”:  For Veterans Day, NOVEMBER 11th, we will honor 
all those who have served or are serving in the military.  If you, a family member, or a 
friend served in the military, please give the information to Georgiann Sutor.  You do not 
need a picture but feel free to provide one. List the name, dates of service (if known), in 
which service they served (i.e. Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard, etc.), and 
where they served (i.e.) WWII, Korea, Vietnam, etc.).  We are still discussing if we should 
have a wall of honor or a tree of honor.  Feel free to let any of us know which you would 
prefer.



ANN’S PLACE / FESTIVAL OF TREES:  The committee decided it would like to provide another tree 
this year and, given that there has been so much violence in 2016, we decided on a theme of “HOPE 
IS ALIVE” and will highlight organizations, groups and people who are providing HOPE.  This is also a 
November project and, after this, our ANGEL SHARING TREE will go up November 20th.

DOROTHY DAY:  We continue to be thankful for those of you who take the time after church once a 
month to prepare sandwiches and all those who prepare the meal pans at home.  We’ll prepare 
sandwiches after worship on SATURDAY JULY 24th 

Blessings,
Judy Cunningham, chair

Deacons Update

On June 12th four of our Deacons participated in worship in an Invitation 
to Renewed Discipleship. With the words of Jesus, they used 
frankincense to anoint a cross on the hands of those who came forward. 
The Deacons said to each, “Your sins are forgiven; your faith has saved 
you. Go in peace.”  It was a very moving moment for all who partook of 
this anointing – reminding us of God’s never-ending, amazing love and grace.

Now that summer is here and things are slowing down, the Deacons will not meet during July and 
August.  But please know that the Deacons are working behind the scenes to handle any needs and, 
of course, coordinate the Valley Prayer Chain.  Please feel free to reach out to your Deacon with your 
joys and any concerns.  

Have a blessed summer!



Introducing our new 
Youth Ministries Team!  

These good folks have agreed to help us develop 
a cohesive program for our young people, 
building on Church School, developing 
Confirmation, bridging the GAP, crossing the 
CHASM, creating mission and conference 
experiences – parents, educators, youth leaders, 
with a heart for God and for sharing God’s love 
with our young people.  Led by Rev. Adele, our 
team includes 1st row: (L to R) Lori Peck 
(Confirmation), Rev. Adele, Kayla Downs (Youth Rep), Anne Fries (Parent Rep), Lea Attanasio (GAP), 
2nd row: Jen Titus (Parent Rep), Mike Downs (CHASM), Betsy Birdsall (Session Liaison),  Maddie 
Peck (Young Adult Rep), and (not pictured) Megan Christian (Director of Family Ministries).   In the 
coming weeks we will be gathering ideas and formulating a plan for 2016-17 and beyond.  Stay 
tuned!!

A Note from our 
Building & Grounds Team:

Valley's small riding mower recently failed, and it's not cost-effective to repair it.  Do you 
have a riding mower that you are not using?  Our B&G Team would love to hear from you!  
Please contact Jim Munn or any member of the B&G Team if you’d like to donate your 
mower to Valley.



Jonah: A Whale of a Tale!

Vacation Bible School ~ August 16-18 

We’re taking a deep dive into the book of Jonah!  
Jonah is one of the most successful (and maybe 
most stubborn!) prophets in the Bible.  But there’s 
more to his story than his encounter with a whale.  
In four short chapters over three nights, we will 
get to know this character, the people he avoids 
and the God he serves.  Opportunities for people 
ages 1 to 101!  Join us for dessert [NOTE CHANGE!], for fun, for time together, as we learn and grow 
as a family of faith!   
 
$10 per person, $30 max per family. Financial assistance is available.   Speak with Rev. Adele. 
 

Registration due Tuesday, August 9. 

.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    .    .    .   .   . 

Jonah: A Whale of a Tale! 
Intergenerational Vacation Bible School 

Tues, Aug 16; Wed, Aug 17; Thur, Aug 18 ~ 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM [NOTE TIME CHANGE] 
 

Name(s):               

Phone:        Email:        

No. of adults:    No. of children/youth:   and their ages:     

Dietary restrictions:             

I’d like to help with: q shop for supplies      q decorate     q shop for food     q lead an activity 

Make checks payable to “Valley Presbyterian Church” with “VBS” in the memo.  Return registration 
form and fee to the Church Office by Tuesday, August 9. 

For questions or more info, contact Rev. Adele Crawford or Megan Christian, Director of Family 
Ministries. 



Congratulations abound at Valley!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations and 
Best Wishes  

to 
 

Jon Victor and Tiffany Morelli 
(above) 

married May 27 
in New Haven, CT 

 
and 

 
Mark Harrison and Rachel Kaplan, 

(right) 
son of Lynn and Colin Harrison, 

married June 4   
in Boston, MA 

 



Bits and Pieces

Staff Vacations
Rev. Adele will be taking a well-deserved break during July, returning to the office on Tuesday, 
August 2nd.  We will have clergy on call during that time, so if you have a pastoral emergency, please call 
the church office at 203-775-2624.   During non-church office hours, please feel free to contact Terri 
Flanagan at home (203-775-8336 or cell 203-885-9987) and she will be in touch with the clergy on call.   

Max Vladimiroff will be on vacation from July 15th returning on August 15th and 
has arranged for Beate Neblett to fill in for three Sundays.  We’ll certainly miss 
Max while he’s away, but he always makes sure that we have amazing musicians 
and wonderful music during his absence.

Megan Christian will be “off duty” during July and will resume her activities as 
Director of Family Ministries on August 1st.

Terri Flanagan will be in the office during July and August on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays between 9 am and 3 pm.  Please note that the Church 
Office will be closed on Tuesday, July 5th in observance of the Independence 
Day holiday.

                 Monday, August 22nd 
                           Email articles to:  valleypresct@gmail.com

July Birthdays
7
7
8
9
11
14

K.Y. Chung
Krissi Morris
Zach Warner
George Moore
Andy Fries
Jeff Henriques

26
28
28
29
30

Cathie Faulkner
Mike Ecsedy
Ricardo Marlis
Carolyn Cotter
Richard Sandler

August Birthdays
1
3
4
7
11
11

Rich Franks
Allison Gianazza
Ally DelMonte
John Sutor
Molly Birdsall
Bill Warner

13
15
17
20
23
30

Doris Adams
Damian Vladimiroff
Nancy Munn
Cory Ganschow
Angus Warner
Dixie Penney

September

mailto:valleypresct@gmail.com


Valley Presbyterian Church
21 West Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804

VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

21 West Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804
Telephone: (203) 775-2624

Pastor: The Rev. Adele Crawford
Director of Music: Max Vladimiroff
Director of Family Ministries: Megan Christian
Church Office Admin: Terri Flanagan
Pastor Emerita:  The Rev. Ann Beams

WORSHIP SERVICE
SUNDAY, 10:00 A.M.

ADULT STUDY, 9:00 A.M.
 and

CHURCH SCHOOL 10:20 AM

and


